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Brothers and
Sisters
in
Christ
John 20:1-18
“Go instead to my brothers.” (v. 17)

“T

eacher!” Mary Magdalene cried
when she recognized Jesus
outside the tomb. But Jesus
quickly corrected her. He was no
longer a teacher, but a brother.
He spoke of God as “our
Father” and called the
disciples his brothers.
That statement implied
that Mary was a sister.
Mary must have
been amazed at Jesus’
words. Throughout
the Gospel of John, the
relationship
between Jesus
Kammi Pelzel and Hailey Heinje
and his disciples was always
portrayed as teacher/disciple.
The disciples called Jesus
“Lord” in deference to him.
But as students, the disciples
had trouble “making the
grade.” It’s clear that at times
Jesus was troubled and frustrated
by the ineptness of his followers. He
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often rebuked them for their lack of faith
or for not catching on to his words or
parables. It seemed at times that
they were flunking. Then, at
the end, after three years of
preparation, they all failed
Jesus at the cross. Judas
betrayed him. Peter
denied him. The rest fled.
What failures!
Yet, here was Jesus,
alive again, and calling
these same individuals
his brothers. As a
brother, each received a
relationship that was not
based on merit or worth.
Teachers grade according to
merit. Brothers love, regardless.
Jesus is our brother. We are
indeed part of God’s family
through repentance and faith
in Christ Jesus.
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YOUTH NEWS

YOUTH

These photos are from the Wednesday nights at
Central for the talks on mental health.

W

hat a crazy year it has been! It is hard to
believe another school year is coming to a
close. We have had to put Jesus in control
of our lives during this past year of uncertainty
and unrest. It has been a good reminder for us to
remember to trust Him, seek Him and worship Him
at all times.
We are starting to get things back to normal with
our regular schedules and routines. I hope you start
to get back into putting Christ as a number one
priority in your life.
SOME EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO:
• Confirmation starts on Wednesday nights at
3:45-5:00 PM on April 7.
• Youth Quake event in Watertown on Saturday,
April 10 from 10:30-7:30 PM.
• Senior high will be meeting Wednesday nights
at 6:30 PM with Valley Baptist Church. April 7 & 14
we will meet at Valley Baptist, and April 21 & 28 at
Living Word.
• Spring Recharge weekends at Okoboji Bible
Camp are April 23-25 for grades 6-9 and April 30May 2 for grades 4-6.
• Summer camp opportunities for grades 4-6 are
July 18-23 and grades 6-9 are July 25-30.

Please try to make Jesus number one priority in
your life. Make an effort to attend one of these great
opportunities to grow in your faith.

“Examine yourselves to see whether you
are in the faith. Do you not realize
that Christ Jesus is in you.”
2 Corinthians 13:5
Grow in faith! Impact the world!
He is Risen!!
Kay
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

I

have been sitting here this morning searching the
scriptures for references to flowers as I enjoy the
beginning of the season of new life, and I came
across the familiar passage below.

John 12:13 says:

“They took palm branches and went out
to meet him, shouting, ‘Hosanna!’
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the Lord.’ ‘Blessed is the King of Israel.’”

What joyous scripture and it brings such a good
feeling to our hearts until we remember that it is the
beginning of the saddest week of the year. We just
need to remember that after that sad week we can
REJOICE in the VICTORY of the EMPTY TOMB.
Four of us met to assemble 29 LAYETTES
that were given to the Orphan Grain Train to be
distributed to mothers that need supplies for their
infants. Thank you so much for your generosity. The
little blankets, sleepers, bottles, pacifiers and diapers
will be so appreciated. It must be so stressful to
bring a new child into the world when you know you
don’t have what you need to care for them. I am glad
we can be a part of providing those needed things.
We are continuing to assemble HYGIENE
KITS this month. We will finish them up after our
April circle meeting. The list was in last month’s
newsletter.
All the women of the church are welcome to join
us for CIRCLE on the third Tuesday of the month.
With a circle meeting at 9 AM, 10:30 AM and 7 PM

we hope there is a time that fits your schedule. We
QUILT at 9 AM on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday morning
of the month and extra hands can always be used. It
is a fun time of work and fellowship.
We are enjoying a new BUNN COFFEE POT which
makes coffee quickly when only a small amount is
needed. Feel free to use it if you want a fresh cup.
The directions are on the cupboard beside it. We also
purchased baskets to be used in the pantry so the
kitchen can be kept more orderly. These purchases
were made with money from our kitchen funds.
These funds have accumulated from the profits of
selling RADA CUTLERY. If you wish to place an
order contact Paula Heinje.
Our EXECUTIVE BOARD will meet on
Wednesday, April 7 at 5:30 PM to make plans for our
LWLW May meeting, graduation recognition and any
other business that needs to be taken care of. We
are hoping that with the church opening up to more
activities that many of you can join us for the May 4
meeting.
May you have a blessed Easter! Remember
because He lives, we too will live! Praise the Lord!
LWLW Chairman, Marcia Heinje
Marcia Heinje,
Gloria Cooley, Karen
Hallquist and Karen
Kiefer assembled
29 layettes that
were given to the
Orphan Grain Train
to distribute to new
mothers that needed
items for their babies.
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

LWLC MARCH 2021 COUNCIL MEETING REPORT
MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Hansen, Jade Miller, Marty
Buttke, Dale Prisinger, Terry Forster, Vicki Strege, Janel Sandvig,
Lance Bien, Rhonda Beckman and Pastor Kent.
OPENING: Lance opened the meeting with prayer, that God
would guide our decisions and words so that they would be in
agreement with His will for us.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Richard made a motion that was
seconded by Marty to approve and accept the agenda. The motion
was carried.
FINANCIAL REPORT: Marty made a motion that was seconded
by Jade to approve and accept the financial report. The motion
carried. Expenses for the month were down and we are financially
ahead of the proposed budget.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Terry made a motion that was
seconded by Dale to approve and accept the secretary’s report.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Later this year pastor plans to have small
group meeting to encourage conversation about the proposed
building plans as well as evaluating the strengths and weaknesses
of the congregation so as to devise a workable plan to help all
members grow in faith and walk with our Lord and Savior.
A baptism of Theo, son of Daniel and Rachel Berdan is being
planned for the near future. Common COVID 19 restrictions will
be followed with the exception of the family sitting together as a
group as they choose.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: New lighting has been
installed on the cross in the front of the church. Otter Tail Power
Company has informed us that the lighting in the parking lot will
be changed, free of charge to the church, to LED lights that will
be more efficient and conserve energy. OTPC will also be asked to
straighten the light pole in the parking lot.
The temperature of the refrigerator is holding steady at this
point in time, so as of now there is no need to look into the
addition of freon at this point in time.
When spring weather arrives work will begin on repairing the
concrete at the entrance of the church as well and tree trimming
and pruning. Obtaining free trees from Thrivent and other sources
is being explored. It was noted that a tree is given by Mundwiler’s
Funeral Home to families in honor of their deceased loved one that
could be planted at the church if the family chose to do so.
Information was given to the property and management
committee concerning a free device, called “Pull for Police”, to use
to contact the police in the event that there was an armed intruder
at church. The committee is looking into this matter to see what

costs are associated with this device.
WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM REPORT: Holy Week and Easter
services have been scheduled. Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
services will be held at 6:30 PM on April 1 and 2. The Lord’s Supper
will be offered at both the Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday
worship service. Easter Sunday service will be held at 10:00 AM
with an Easter breakfast being served by the youth starting at 8:30
AM. The breakfast will be served in a socially distanced manner
with fewer chairs at the tables and there will be dining available
in some Sunday school rooms for those who wish to be extra
careful. The food beverages will be served in safe manner as well
to prevent the spread of the COVID 19 virus.
After Easter Sunday some of the COVID 19 restriction will be
eased in keeping with the CDC guidelines and the reduction in
spread of the virus in Grant County and South Dakota. The ropes
will be removed from the pews, Sunday morning coffee and
Thursday coffee will resume, the Love in Actions groups
will resume some of their duties as well. The wearing of mask
and social distancing will be strongly encouraged during this
stage of the virus.
In the future ministerial association is considering having a
community Good Friday service.
Easter communion will be served by Lance and Sheila Bien
and Brian and Janel Sandvig. Communion workers for Maundy
Thursday will be Dale and Pastor and Terry and Vicki.
YOUTH AND EDUCATION REPORT: As of now
there will be no high school youth attending the
Glorieta Bible camp this summer. The three girls
who planned to go this year will plan to attend next
year. Plans are being made to encourage the middle
school aged children to attend a local Bible camp this
summer. A deposit was made to the Glorieta Camp
for this summer. Janel made a motion that was
seconded by Rhonda to allow Glorieta to keep
the deposit to the camp as a mission gift to help
support this worthwhile organization.
Starting in April LWLC has joined with Countryside and
Calvary Assembly churches to take turns hosting the senior high
youth groups. Each church will take turns planning and hosting
the gathering. All churches and parents want their youth to
grow spiritually and this is one means to foster this growth. No
commitment has been made as this is just a trial run to see if it is
possible.
There will be 8 - 8th graders confirmed this year. There are a
large number of youth in our church at this time, but numbers will
decrease in the future.
NEW BUSINESS: It was
discussed that church
employees are given 10 days
to be used as sick leave and/
or for vacation as needed. After
10 days the absence will be an
unpaid leave.
OLD BUSINESS: None
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting will be held
on April 14, 2021 at 7:00 PM.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion
was made by Marty and
seconded by Dick to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting closed
with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by
Vicki Strege
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Terry Meister (b.)
Kammi Pelzel (b.)
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Carol Aden (b.)
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Susan Keeton (b.)
Chris Nelson (b.)
Randy Redepenning (b.)
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9:00 Quilting

Janice Johnson (b.)
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9:00 Faith
10:30 Mary-Martha
7:00 Love

9:00 Quilting
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Recharge grades 6-9

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee
10:00 Worship

Monday

Sunday

25
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18

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee
9:00 May Servant Team meets
10:00 Worship

12
9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee
10:00 Worship/Noisy Change/Baptism

11

5

EASTER SUNDAY
8:30 Youth Easter Breakfast
10:00 Worship/Communion

4

Sunday

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
1:30 Prayer Time
3:45 Confirmation

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
1:30 Prayer Time
3:45 Confirmation

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
1:30 Prayer Time
3:45 Confirmation
7:00 Council

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
1:30 Prayer Time
3:45 Confirmation
5:30 LWLW exec board meet

Thursday

9:00 Coffee Fellowship

9:00 Coffee Fellowship

9:00 Coffee Fellowship
2:30 Communion @ NH

9:00 Coffee Fellowship
2:00 Right to Life meets

5:45 Drive through communion
6:30 Worship

MAUNDY THURSDAY

Friday
GOOD FRIDAY

Recharge grades 4-6

NEWSLETTER ITEMS DUE
Recharge grades 6-9

6:30 Worship
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Ethan Fish (b.)
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April 2021
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