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We have had an awesome time at
INGHAM/OKOBOJI BIBLE CAMP
the past few weeks. Here are a few
pictures to share of our week. The
theme of the week was Romans
6:4 Brand New. We shared meal
times together, swimming during
free time, and wonderful campfire
experiences. May Jesus make a
lasting impression on their hearts.
Micah Pelzel, Tyler Heinje, Kammi
Pelzel, Hailey Heinje, Cali Weber
With songs of praise
we thank you, Lord, for making us
Hunter Reede, TJ Wojohn and
a part of your family.
to know we are yours!
ElyseWhat
Reede alljoy
attended.
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YOUTH NEWS

YOUTH
T

he summer is already coming to a close and
we are getting ready to dive into our fall
schedule. The start of Sunday school is
September 12 with RALLY SUNDAY. We will have
activities and games for the kids after church. We
are also hoping to have a picnic lunch for the whole
church. We are excited to celebrate the beginning
of the school year.
CONFIRMATION will be starting Wednesday,
September 15 at 3:30-5:00 PM. There will be a
meeting the Wednesday before that on Sept. 8
at 6:30 PM for parents of confirmation students
to talk about the confirmation expectations and
requirements.

The LIFELIGHT event is scheduled for August
28 from noon to 10 PM. There is also a community
youth event scheduled for the Wednesday
before on August 25. We will let you know more
details when we have them. Please try to attend
these events.
The RECHARGE WEEKENDS at Okoboji Bible
Camp are as follows:
4-6th grade: October 22-25
7-8th grade: November 5-7
9-12th grade: November 19-21
This is an excellent way to recharge your faith
and to learn and grow.
Keep growing in your faith and finding time for
God in your life. He loves you so much!
PRAY: Praise Him, Repent, Ask, and Yield.
Grow in faith!! Impact the World!! Kay

2021 LWLC Committee Contacts
2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Newsletter/Website: Nancy Kruger, 605-380-9871,
nmfdesign@tnics.com
President: Lance Bien, 432-6551,
Living Word Lutheran Women Officers:
bienpharmacy@itctel.com
Coordinator: Marcia Heinje, 605-237-0373
Vice President: Richard Hansen, 432-4175,
Vice-Coordinator: Susan Vostad, 605-432-1825
sandyhansen42@yahoo.com
Secretary: Linda Anderson, 432-6321
Secretary: Vicki Strege, 605-949-0648,
Treasurer: Annette Redepenning, 432-6688
vstrege@gmail.com
Mission Action:
Youth & Education: Rhonda Beckman,
Gloria Cooley, 445-1555 and Janeen Ingber, 432-9123
605-924-1132, trbeckman@tnics.com
Worship & Evangelism: Vicki Strege, 605-949-0648, Mission Growth: Karen McCrea, 432-6335
vstrege@gmail.com and Terry Forster, 432-6480
Mission Community: Carol Grimley, 432-4627 and
Janeen Ingber, 432-9123
Treasurer/Finance: Janel Sandvig, 605-530-2012,
janel.s.sandvig@gmail.com
Advisor: Pastor Kent Groethe
Property & Management: Dale Prisinger, 432-5052, Thrift Store Volunteer: Annette Redepenning,
dlprisinger@tnics.com and Marty Buttke, 432-4457,
432-6688, redpenny@wat.midco.net
mdbuttke@itcmilbank.com
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

S

ummer days will soon become fall school days.
Praying that you are all having an enjoyable
summer. We certainly praise the Lord for the
recent rainfall and continue to pray for rain in the
dry areas of our country and timely rains to finish
developing our crops. We know that God will
provide.
We have been helping serve the Saturday evening
meal at the THRESHING BEE in Twin Brooks. We
need some new volunteers to help as some of those
who have been faithfully doing this are not able to
continue. Please sign up to help serve on August 14
from 3:30-5:00 or 5:00-6:30. We need 6-8 people at
each time. The signup sheet is on the table in the
fellowship hall at the church. They give a generous
donation to our women for assisting with this meal.
We will finish the study of the MINOR PROPHETS
in August and begin a new study in September so
make plans to be a part of the circles. We will begin
a study called “Psalms and the Books of Wisdom”
which was written by Pastor Kent. The circles enjoy
Bible study and fellowship as well as doing mission
projects and coordinating activities of the church
throughout the year. All women of the church are
welcome and encouraged to attend. Thank you to all
who help in any way.
There will be an EXECUTIVE BOARD meeting
on September 8 to plan fall activities. Mark your
calendars for this date.

Greatest man in history
named Jesus, had no servants,
yet they called Him Master.
Had no degree, yet they call
Him Teacher. Had no medicines,
yet they called Him Healer.
He had no army, yet kings
feared Him. He won no
military battles, yet
He conquered the world.
He committed no crime
yet they crucified Him.
He was buried in a tomb,
yet He lives today.
Remember Jesus loves you and died to save you.
LWLW Chairman, Marcia Heinje

75 quilts were made and brought to the Orphan Grain Train in June.
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PASTOR’S
LETTER

LISTEN!
Ezekiel 2:1-10

“They are impudent children and stiffhearted.” (v. 4)

I

mpudent. Stiffhearted. These accusations by God
concerning his children, Israel, are adjectives
describing their inability and refusal to hear his
word. God’s word isn’t in their ears. It doesn’t guide
their actions. So God sent Ezekiel to them saying“…
speak my words to them, whether they will hear, or
whether they will forbear,
for they are rebellious.”
God will try again to speak
to them. His experience in
the past has been that his
children are not greatly
affected by his word. In
other words, they are
rebellious.
My wife and I often
became frustrated with
our children when they
were little. It never ceases
to amaze me how little
effect words had on them
at times. I don’t mean words that convey love. Such
words affect them deeply; more than it appears.
I mean words that seek to guide behavior. Those
words seem so often to fall on deaf ears as a parent
cries with disgust, “can’t you hear me?” A child’s
memory regarding words calling for certain behavior

is short. A good example is when you instruct
children to walk and not run, whether it be in school
or at a pool. They will slow down, but before long
they are running again! Most of the time they merely
forget because of their excitement about getting
somewhere, but once in a while they will outright
revel against a parent’s
word. It is hard to have
patience when your
words do not control
your child.
Then, I think about
how God’s word so often
doesn’t control me. In the
excitement of my own
pursuits, I forget what
God has communicated
to me. When God
commands me to walk
(with him), I often run
toward something that
seems important to me. And yes, at times, I can
even rebel against his word. How can the Lord be so
patient with me? How frustrated he must get when
his word falls on deaf or forgetful ears. Help me Lord,
not to be stiffhearted!

Oh Father, help your child to be controlled by your word.
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COUNCIL
MINUTES
LWLC JULY 13, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING REPORT
MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Hansen, Marty
Buttke, Dale Prisinger, Terry Forster, Vicki Strege,
Janel Sandvig, Lance Bien, Rhonda Beckman and
Pastor Kent.
OPENING: Council president, Lance called the
meeting to order and Pastor Kent led us in pray
asking that the Lord would open our hearts and
minds to hear and do his will for us concerning the
matters under discussion at this meeting.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made
by Janel and seconded by Rhonda to approve and
accept the agenda and secretary’s report.
FINANCIAL REPORT: A motion was made by
Living Word Lutheran Church
Richard and seconded
by -Marty
to approve and
All Accounts
Balance Sheet
June 30, 2021
accept the financial report.
It was noted that giving
was especially good for this time of year.
Month of June

Beginning Balance
(5/31/21)

Monthly Income
plus Interest

General Fund

$

144,481.03

$

17,492.39

$

38,478.24

$

(20,985.85)

$

123,495.18

Dedicated Accounts

$

44,426.70

$

4,687.08

$

2,320.11

$

2,366.97

$

46,793.67

Building Fund

$

43,442.62

$

340.00

$

-

$

340.00

$

43,782.62

Thrivent Financial

$

28,931.05

$

806.89

$

-

$

806.89

$

29,737.94

Monthly Expenses

Ending Balance
(6/30/21)

Net Gain or Loss

(updated quarterly)
TOTAL CASH BALANCE

$

243,809.41

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Kent reported that
there had been many funerals again this year. He
also stated that he was happy to do funerals for
relatives of members or for those in the community
that desired a christian burial.
Pastor’s latest book, “God-Empowered
Evangelism” is now available. A donation of $5 may
be given for this book to cover the cost of materials
and printing. Pastor does not publish these books
for profit, but so that those who read the books may
grow in faith and serve the Lord. This is his hobby
and he does most of his writing while on vacation.
Be sure to check out this latest publication. On rally
Sunday, September 13, 2021, Pastor will begin a

sermon series based on this book to encourage us to
share the word of God with others.
Pastor also commented about his use of vacation
days. He has 6 weeks annually for vacation, two of
which are designated for continuing education.
Pastor is juggling his mini vacations with regular and
last minute church duties and is able to handle the
situations very well in this manner.
If you are aware of someone moving out of the
community please let Pastor know so our church can
give them a proper send off with God’s blessings.
The book of stories from local people as to how
God has worked in their lives was to be published
late this summer, however, due to a computer glitch
the edited stories were lost and it will be necessary
to start all over again. This may take some time, but
I am sure it will be worth the wait and effort. The
Barlund Fund will be used for the publication of this
book. Every family in the congregation will be given
a complimentary copy of the book. Jackie Olson will
be setting up a woman’s conference and a marriage
retreat conference in the near future that also will be
supported by the Barlund fund.
Pastor Kent is planning to have small groups meet
of 15-20 people at a time to consider their vision
for the church, individual spiritual gifts and how to
use them, as well as gathering ideas for a church
building expansion project to meet the needs of our
church members and activities.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: The south
side of the church sign by Highway 12 is fading and
needs to be replaced. The sign will be in the same
format as it is now so it will match the north side of the
sign. Estimates are being gathered and it appears the
cost will be around $1,500. Janel made a motion that
was seconded by Vicki to proceed with this project.
A couple of water faucets have been leaking and
they will be replaced or repaired. A sign visible in
the kitchen will be made to indicate that the water
heaters under the sink need to be turned on when
there are people working in the kitchen. It was also
noted that the hot water situation in the ladies rest
room needs to be checked as the water is usually cold.
WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM REPORT: A music
survey will be developed to get opinions concerning
the importance of music in the worship service.
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COUNCIL MINUTES CONTINUED
Pastor Brian will conduct services on Labor Day,
September 5 as Pastor will be on vacation. 10:00 AM
worship service and Sunday School Rally Sunday will
resume on September 12, 2021.
Masks and gloves for those serving the Lord’s
Supper will be standard protocol for distribution
going forward. Masks may be discontinued when
there are no concerns about COVID 19. Starting
next month the communion rails will be installed
so people may kneel for distribution. The plexiglas
shields will be removed. The offering plate will be at
the doorway of the sanctuary for the time being.
Communion servers for August 1 will be Dale,
Rhonda, and Deb or Marty.
YOUTH AND EDUCATION REPORT: 12 youth
from grade school through high school will be
attending Bible camps with Kay this summer.
Activities for kids are coming back into full swing
as COVID 19 is declining. Our church is combining
youth group activities with the Valley Baptist Church,
Calvary Assembly Church and Countryside Covenant
Church in order to have enough kids for the
activities. Kay is continuing to guide and direct the
activities. A survey will be conducted of the parents
of the youth to develop plans for the group. There
are thoughts that maybe an associate pastor may be
needed to help with the youth and other needs of
our church.
INMPACT THE WORLD: The impact the world
committee is planning on meeting next week to
establish their vision for activities moving forward.
NEW BUSINESS: Lance is encouraging the council
to check with members involved in their various
areas to be aware of needs that might exist.
Vicki made a motion that was seconded by Janel
to give scholarships to all applicants for the BJ White
Scholarship Program. Senior scholarships of $500
were awarded to Siriana Bien, Matt Christensen and
Jessica VanPeursem. All three of these graduates
met the scholarship requirements and have solid
educational and vocational plans for the future.

Congratulations to these three graduates and God’s
blessings to them in this new chapter of their life.
It was decided that monetary donations to the
servant teams who serve meals after funeral services
is an optional donation only if the family wants to do
this. If the family is unable to provide a meal after a
funeral it was suggested that the church would help
with this also.
The LifeLight motorcycle group wanted to
practice on our parking lot before the event. Due to
concerns about insurance and liability we declined
hosting them this year. In the future if we have more
information we will consider doing this again.
A motion was made by Janel and seconded by
Rhonda to pay visiting pastors $150 plus mileage, if
from out of town, for Sunday services and $100 for
Lenten services.
A new council member will be appointed in
November at the general meeting to complete the
council term of Jade Miller.
Please note that the chairs in the last row of the
center pews have been moved to accommodate
wheel chair access. A sign will be posted to
designate this area as handicapped accessible.
OLD BUSINESS: Gabe Beckman continued his
presentation concerning the construction of a fire
pit as an addition for fellowship at our church. It
was decided that the fire pit will be located near the
educational shed. It was also decided that rather
purchasing a fire pit kit that purchasing individually
the materials needed was the most cost effective
way to go. Gabe will return next with an estimate of
the cost of the project.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: The next council
meeting will be held on August 10, 2021 at 7:00 PM.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Richard
and seconded by Marty to adjourn the meeting.
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The
meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted by Vicki Strege
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meets

Nursing Home Worship

10:00 Coﬀee Fellowship

10

9

30

David & Linda Wagner (w.)

Collis & Brenda Dahle (w.)

Donald & Carol Weber (w.)

31

1

Marlin & Janice Fenner (w.) Bernie Balling Jr. (b.)
Charles Myklegard (b.)
Aaron Busack (b.)
Ardell Nelson (b.)

29

25

26

19

Howard Heinje (b.)

23

22

12
Karen Kiefer (b.)
Presley Peschong (b.)
Arnold & Donna Rehn (w.)

27

20

13

6

Friday

27

Clara Pederson (b.)
Ashlie Veen (b.)
Cali Weber (b.)

20

13

Kent Sime (b.)

Friday
6

9:00 Community Fellowship

9:00 Community Fellowship

2:00 Right to Life meets

9:00 Community Fellowship

9:00 Community Fellowship

Thursday

Thursday
5

26

19

12

5

24

Darrel Gullickson (b.)

18

17

16

Susan Capp (b.)
Collis Dahle (b.)
Andrew Maas (b.)

15

Dale Aker (b.)
Cody McMahon (b.)

Daniel & Lenore Kalber Sr.
(w.)

Dale & Linda Prisinger (w.)

11

Aaron & Lacey Busack (w.) Douglas Forster (b.)
Betty Dockter (b.)
Rita Raffety (b.)
Heidi Meister (b.)
Joel Steltz (b.)

Beverly Buth (b.)
Carol Weber (b.)

Wednesday
4

1:30 Prayer

1:30 Prayer

1:30 Prayer

1:30 Prayer

Wednesday

Tuesday
3

31

25

18

11

4

Monday
2

30

9:00 QuilBng

10:00 Coﬀee Fellowship

9:00 Worship

NewsleAer items due

24

7:00 Love Circle meets

9:00 Worship

Threshing Show

23

7:00 Council meets

9:00 QuilBng

Tuesday

10:30 Mary-Martha Circle meets

17

10

3

10:00 Coﬀee Fellowship
10:00 September Servent Team

Monday

9:00 Faith Circle meets

16

9

2

9:00 Worship

10:00 Coﬀee Fellowship

9:00 Worship/noisy change

10:00 Coﬀee Fellowship

Elaine Hallberg (b.)

8

Sunday

9:00 Worship/Communion

Sunday
1

29

22

15

8

1

August 2021

Lifelight

Threshing Show

Paula Heinje (b.)

28

Lillian Colberg (b.)

21

Marcus McMahon (b.)

14

Saturday
7

28

21

14

7

