LIVING WORD LUTHERAN CHURCH

438.9672 CHURCH

DECEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER

A Blessed and Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year
from Living Word Lutheran Church staff:
Pastor Kent and Kay Groethe, Pam Nelson and Lori Dockter

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Dec. 9......St. Lucia Breakfast at 9:30 AM
Dec. 10 ...Christmas Caroling, Congregation
and youth at 4:00 PM
Dec. 12 ...LWLW General meeting at 2:00 PM
Dec. 16 ...Sunday School Christmas
Program Practice at 10:00 AM

WHAT’S
INSIDE

St. Lucia Breakfast
Amanda Hansen
Youth News

Dec. 17 ...NO Adult Sunday School, 8:45 AM Sunday
School, 9:00 AM Coﬀee Fellowship, 10:00
AM Worship/Sunday School Program
Dec. 24 ...NO Sunday School, 9:00 AM Coﬀee
Fellowship, 10:00 AM Worship, 4:30 PM
Worship/Candlelight/Communion
Dec. 31 ...NO Sunday School, 9:00 AM Coﬀee
Fellowship, 10:00 AM Worship.

Operation Christmas Child
Women of the Living Word
Pastor’s Letter

Council Minutes
December Event Calendar
Dec. Birth/Ann. Calendar

FELLOWSHIP

St. Lucia Breakfast

L

iving Word Women’s St. Lucia Breakfast will be
held on Saturday, December 9 starting at 9:30
AM. All women of Living Word church are
invited to join us for traditional Swedish food,
fellowship and a program of inspirational readings
and music. Take time out of the busyness of the
season for some quiet time to prepare your heart
for Christmas.
You may bring guests but please pick up free
tickets for yourself and any guests you are bringing
because seating is limited. Tickets are free and
available in the church oﬃce or in the fellowship hall

on Sunday
morning.
A few more
workers are needed
to help in the
kitchen the
morning of the
breakfast and to
assist with clean-up. A sign up sheet is in the
fellowship hall if you are interested.
Come and celebrate with us the coming of Jesus
Christ our Savior and Light of the World.

SPOTLIGHT

Amanda
Hansen

A

manda will be graduating from Minnesota
State University Mankato on December 9,
2017 with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Social Work with Suma Cum Laude honors. She
will be finishing up her senior practicum in Rapid
City starting November 27 in the foster care
program with Lutheran Social Services of South
Dakota. After graduating she will join the LSS
oﬃce in Rapid City as a full time licensed social
worker in their foster care program. Her future
plans include obtaining her master's degree in
social work to become a therapist, specializing as
a play therapist for children. Please join us in
congratulating Amanda on her graduation and
future endeavors.
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YOUTH

youth news

P

astor Kent and I have been enjoying getting to
know the youth of Living Word. Such awesome
and amazing kids! We have been scheduling
one on one time with all the junior and senior high so
if you haven't been called yet, you will be hearing
from us. We meet every Wednesday night after school
with the 6th-8th graders for confirmation from 3:305:30. After confirmation class, we have some time
from 5:00-5:30 for youth group. Senior high has been
meeting at our house every other Sunday for youth
group and we will be doing some combined events as
well throughout the year. Continue to pray for the
youth of our church and community that they would
come to a deeper understanding of Christ’s love for
them and help them to be witnesses to all they come
in contact with.

OKOBOJI RECHARGE WEEKEND
The weekend of November 17-21 was the senior high
RECHARGE weekend at Okoboji Bible Camp in Milford,
IA and Lily Trapp, Devon Balling and myself were able
to attend. What a great weekend of growing in our faith
and meeting other people from other churches. We
dug deeper into the Apostles Creed talking about God
the Father and Creator, God the Son, Jesus Christ who
died for our sins and God the Holy Spirit who is always
with us. God was at work and we hope more will join us
for the next Recharge weekend in the spring.
CHRISTMAS CAROLING
On Sunday, December 10 from 4:00-5:30, we will be
meeting at the church to go Christmas caroling at the
nursing home and some shut-ins. This is a special time
that the residents look forward to, so I hope we can get
a nice size group to go. After caroling, we will come
back to the church for soup and chili supper. Come and
spread Christmas love and blessings through song.
In Him we serve,
Kay

Lily Trapp and Devon Balling at Okoboji Bible Camp
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YOUTH

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS
C H I L D

A big THANK YOU to everyone who brought
shoe boxes, wrapped boxes, donated gifts and
money. Thank you to the Sunday school kids
for helping pack the shoe boxes.
We packed 81 boxes total 44 by the kids
and 31 donated by the congregation.
Thank you, Susan Sime!
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

J

esus birth was first revealed to the shepherds by
an angel of the Lord. It is revealed to us also in
the scriptures.

LUKE 2:9-11
An angel of the Lord appeared to them
and the glory of the Lord shone around them and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. Today in the town
of David a Savior has been born to you:
He is Christ the Lord.”
As we once again prepare to celebrate our Savior’s
birth, let us praise God for the miraculous gift of
Jesus Christ our Savior. Hear the angel’s words again.
We do not need to be afraid, the good news of
salvation is for us and all people who repent of their
sins and believe in Him.
Many thanks to those who brought baked goods
and other items and to those who purchased them,
making our BAKE AND CRAFT SALE (see pictures
below) a success. Proceeds will go to Samaritans
Purse for disaster relief.
Our annual ST. LUCIA BREAKFAST is coming up
on December 9 at 9:30 AM. You are invited to come
and enjoy traditional Swedish food, fellowship,
music and inspirational readings. This event is a
good way to prepare your heart for Christmas. Living
Word women may pick up free tickets for themselves

and their guests in the church oﬃce or in the
fellowship hall on Sunday morning. All proceeds will
go to Orphan Grain Train for disaster relief.
Our quarterly GENERAL MEETING will be on
December 12 at 2:00 PM. Please note the change in
date and time. Pastor Kent will lead Lesson 3 of the
Revelations Bible Study then, since circles are not
meeting in December. If you have been curious as to
what the chrismon project is all about, come and
learn more about them also.
The MITTEN TREE is up in the fellowship hall. This
is our MISSION PROJECT now through the end of
the year. You can purchase gloves, mittens and hats
of all sizes to share with children and adults in our
area who are in need of the warmth they provide. As
the items are removed and taken to the courthouse,
each will be replaced with an ornament.
RADA CUTLERY is available and is one of our
fundraising projects along with the greeting cards.
There are catalogs in the fellowship hall and if you
wish to order anything, please contact Shirley Zahn.
There are many nice items available besides the
cutlery which would all make good and useful gifts.
THANK YOU to the entire congregation who
support Living Word Lutheran Women’s mission
projects throughout the year. Special thanks to all
the women who serve on the board, as circle
oﬃcers and so willingly step up and help wherever
they are needed.
Joanne Schmig
Coordinator
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PASTOR’S
LETTER

THE FACE

behind the words
Mark 8:14-21

“Do you still not see or understand.” Mark 8:17

J

esus was often frustrated with his disciples
because they did not see him for who he was. In
these contexts, not seeing often refers to the
inability to comprehend something, even
though it may seem very obvious or highly
visible. Jesus was the Word incarnate, in the
flesh. His disciples talked to him, touched
him and heard his voice. Yet, they had a
hard time understanding or seeing his
connection to God. They could not
comprehend that this person revealed the very
person of the Almighty and was the Word of God. We
also have a hard time seeing beyond the written or
spoken Word. If we could memorize all of scripture
but still not see the person of Christ through it, the
question then would be for us. “Do you still
understand?” We have the written Word all around
us. Most of us have many Bibles in our homes. We
often hear sermons about God, yet many times fail

to see a person behind those words.
The last time I went to get new glasses, I spent
time in front of a big mirror trying on countless
frames. After quite some time, I noticed some
movement in the mirror. After looking
intently at it for awhile, I saw the silhouette
of a living person. I finally realized that I
was looking at an employee fixing glasses
behind a two-way mirror.
As we read or hear God’s Word, we often see
only that which is apparent: facts and figures, stories
and events. But the scriptures, as well as spoken words
about Christ, seek to reveal a living person. Those
words seek to convey and make real the living Word.
Through scripture we can see a living person, Jesus
Christ. If we do not, we are left with facts and stories.
Pray before you read the Bible, hear a sermon or receive
communion. Pray that you would not just see the
apparent, but would have the eyes to see the Christ.

“Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. I want to see you. I want to
know your love. I want to comprehend you presence and find peace
in your arms. I pray this in the precious name of Jesus.” Amen
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

Living Word Lutheran Church Council Minutes
November 8, 2017
MEMBERS PRESENT: Pastor Kent Groethe, Dave
Hepper, Mary Kinder, Brad Olson, Roger Christensen,
Larry Olson, Brad Leonard and Roslyn Reich. Pastor
Groethe opened the meeting with prayer. Meeting
called to order. Meeting’s agenda approved.
SECRETARY REPORT: Motion made by Larry Olson
and seconded by Roger Christensen to approve.
Report approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Audit of the financial
reports of the past year have been completed by
Jan Beck and Gene Vostad. Motion made by Roger
Christensen and seconded by Brad Leonard to
approve. Report approved.
PASTOR’S OBSERVATIONS: Pastor Groethe asked
the question, “What is the goal of our church? What
does God want us to do?” We must align ourselves with
God. We must do what God wants us to do. Pray before
implementing goals, and God will lead us. God has
unique plans for our church. Pastor Groethe has visited
83 homes so far, and states members of our church are
convicted to be part of our church. We are asked to let
Pastor Groethe know if we are aware of any members
who have been hospitalized or who have been placed
in nursing homes or assisted living. We need to focus on
visitors and make them feel welcome. Prior to Sunday
services, Pastor Groethe has prayer in his oﬃce and asks
that council members join him. Pastor will be on
vacation December 2 through the 9. Pastor Lindekugel
will be guest Pastor for services on December 3.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT: Brad Olson gave an
update on the new audio and visual system. The
computer programming and wiring is scheduled to be
completed. Plans are to have the system up and
running by Christmas. Plans to extend the bottom rail
step landing is under consideration. Exterior lights that
were damaged during the hailstorm will be replaced.
Curb and gutter cost was estimated at $9,600 and over
estimated cost by $609. A motion was made by Brad
Olson and seconded by Larry Olson to pay additional
cost. Motion passed.

WORSHIP & EVANGELISM REPORT: Council sign-up
for serving communion during church services was
updated. Roslyn and Pam Nelson will work on
reorganization of servant teams following the holidays.
Regular church service will be held December 24 and a
Christmas Eve service at 4:30 PM. Mary Kinder has been
exploring welcome packets to be given to visitors and
new members. The council discussed designating a
Sunday in January to welcome new members. Song
leaders have been implemented to aid the congregation
in learning new songs.
YOUTH & EDUCATION REPORT: Brad Olson
suggested formalizing a list of church youth who
would like to participate in assisting during
communion services. It is the goal of the council to
encourage our youth to take an active part in worship
services. Kay Groethe is coordinating the Sunday
School Christmas Program. Church youth are
encouraged to attend camps, retreats and after school
programs, as these are an important part of their
Spiritual enrichment.
OLD BUSINESS: Living Word welcomed 4 confirmands
to our congregation. Confirmation Sunday was well
attended with members, families and friends.
NEW BUSINESS: Annual meeting and planning was
discussed. The council has asked Dave Hepper to stay on
for one more year as President in an eﬀort to provide
consistency in leadership during this transition period.
The council will increase from 8 to 9 members in
accordance with the church bylaws. This will be
discussed at the annual meeting and brought to vote by
the congregation. Two names have been provided as
council candidates, and additional names for
nominations from the floor may be added during the
annual meeting on November 19. A brief description of
the current benevolence recipients was presented. The
list will be further reviewed during upcoming council
meetings. A discussion on placing a cross on the wall
behind the alter in the sanctuary incurred. Brad Olson
made a motion and Mary Kinder seconded motion to
continue to research ideas and options for the cross.
Council members will be decorating the church
following the November 26 church service. A motion to
adjourn was made by Brad Olson and seconded by Brad
Leonard. Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Roslyn Reich
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EĞǁDĞŵďĞƌ^ƵŶĚĂǇ
ϴ͗ϰϱ^ƵŶĚĂǇ^ĐŚŽŽů
ϵ͗ϬϬŽĨĨĞĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ
ϭϬ͗ϬϬtŽƌƐŚŝƉ
ϭϭ͗ϭϱŚĂƉĞůŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ
ϰ͗ϬϬĂƌŽůŝŶŐ

ϴ͗ϰϱ^ƵŶĚĂǇ^ĐŚŽŽů
ϵ͗ϬϬŽĨĨĞĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ
ϵ͗ϬϬ^ĞƌǀĂŶƚdĞĂŵŵĞĞƚƐ
ϭϬ͗ϬϬtŽƌƐŚŝƉͬ^ƵŶĚĂǇƐĐŚŽŽů
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐWƌŽŐƌĂŵ
Ϯ͗ϬϬͲϰ͗ϬϬŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐKƉĞŶ,ŽƵƐĞ
ĂƚWĂƐƚŽƌ<ĞŶƚΘ<ĂǇΖƐ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ
EŽ^ƵŶĚĂǇ^ĐŚŽŽů
ϵ͗ϬϬŽĨĨĞĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ
ϭϬ͗ϬϬtŽƌƐŚŝƉ
ϰ͗ϯϬŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞĂŶĚůĞůŝŐŚƚ
^ĞƌǀŝĐĞͬŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ
EĞǁzĞĂƌΖƐǀĞ
EŽ^ƵŶĚĂǇ^ĐŚŽŽů
ϵ͗ϬϬŽĨĨĞĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ
ϭϬ͗ϬϬtŽƌƐŚŝƉ

ϭϬ

ϭϳ

DŽŶĚĂǇ

Susan Hippen (b.)
Marla Myklegard (b.)

31

25

24

Ruth Malkerson (b.)

18

Craig & Carolyn
Randleman (w.)
Carlyle & Eunice Trygstad
(w.)

Rosella Naeve (b.)
Troy Peschong (b.)

Siriana Bien (b.)

17

11

Lori Dockter (b.)
Eunice Trygstad (b.)

10

4

3

ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂǇ
ŚƵƌĐŚŽĨĨŝĐĞůŽƐĞĚ

ϱ͗ϯϬ^>ĞĂĚĞƌƐ
ϳ͗ϬϬŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝďůĞƐƚƵĚǇ

ϱ͗ϯϬ^>ĞĂĚĞƌƐ
ϳ͗ϬϬŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝďůĞƐƚƵĚǇ

ϱ͗ϯϬ^>ĞĂĚĞƌƐ
ϳ͗ϬϬŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝďůĞƐƚƵĚǇ

Monday

Ϯϱ

ϭϴ

ϭϭ

ϰ

Sunday

ϯϭ

Ϯϰ

ϴ͗ϰϱ^ƵŶĚĂǇ^ĐŚŽŽů
ϵ͗ϬϬŽĨĨĞĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ
ϭϬ͗ϬϬtŽƌƐŚŝƉͬŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ
ϯ͗ϬϬ:ƌͬ͘^ƌ͘,ŝŐŚ^ĐĂǀĞŶŐĞƌ,ƵŶƚ

ϯ

^ƵŶĚĂǇ

ϱ͗ϯϬ^ƌ͘,ŝŐŚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐWĂƌƚǇĂƚ
WĂƐƚŽƌ<ĞŶƚΘ<ĂǇΖƐ

ϵ͗ϬϬ^ƚ͘tŝůůŝĂŵΖƐĂƌĞĞŶƚĞƌ
^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ϭϬ͗ϯϬDŝŶŝƐƚĞƌŝĂůDĞĞƚŝŶŐ
Ϯ͗ϬϬ>t>t'ĞŶĞƌĂůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ

ϵ͗ϬϬ^ĞĂƌĐŚĞƌΖƐŝďůĞƐƚƵĚǇ
EŽŽŶĨŝƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ
ϲ͗ϯϬŚŽŝƌ

ϵ͗ϬϬ^ĞĂƌĐŚĞƌΖƐŝďůĞƐƚƵĚǇ
ϯ͗ϯϬŽŶĨŝƌŵĂƚŝŽŶͬ:ƌ͘,ŝŐŚzŽƵƚŚ
'ƌŽƵƉ
ϲ͗ϯϬŚŽŝƌ

ϵ͗ϬϬ^ĞĂƌĐŚĞƌΖƐŝďůĞƐƚƵĚǇ
ϯ͗ϯϬŽŶĨŝƌŵĂƚŝŽŶͬ:ƌ͘,ŝŐŚzŽƵƚŚ
'ƌŽƵƉ
ϱ͗ϯϬWƵƉƉĞƚWƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ
ϲ͗ϯϬŚŽŝƌ
ϵ͗ϬϬ^ĞĂƌĐŚĞƌΖƐŝďůĞƐƚƵĚǇ
ϯ͗ϯϬŽŶĨŝƌŵĂƚŝŽŶͬ:ƌ͘,ŝŐŚzŽƵƚŚ
'ƌŽƵƉ
ϱ͗ϯϬWƵƉƉĞƚWƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ
ϲ͗ϯϬŚŽŝƌ
ϳ͗ϬϬŚƵĐŚŽƵŶĐŝů

27

Joshua Keeton (b.)
Dylan Meister (b.)
Hunter Reede (b.)
Janel Sandvig (b.)

Jeremy Nelson (b.)

26

20

19

13

Pat Johnson (b.)

12

6

Ryan Keeton (b.)
Sean Keeton (b.)
Hope Pekelder (b.)

Wednesday

Ϯϳ

ϮϬ

ϭϯ

ϲ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ

ĞĐĞŵďĞƌϮϬϭϳ

5

Tuesday

Ϯϲ

ϭϵ

ϭϮ

ϱ

dƵĞƐĚĂǇ

Mary Kinder (b.)

28

Sophia DeJong (b.)

21

Jennifer Anderson (b.)
Gloria Cooley (b.)
Maggie Kruger (b.)

14

7

Thursday

Ϯϴ
ϵ͗ϬϬŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽĨĨĞĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ

Ϯϭ
ϵ͗ϬϬŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽĨĨĞĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ
ϯ͗ϯϬWĂƌŬWůĂĐĞŽŵŵƵŝŽŽŶ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ϰ͗ϬϬDŝůďĂŶŬZĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƚŝŽŶ
ĂƌĞĞŶƚĞƌŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ

ϭϰ
ϵ͗ϬϬŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽĨĨĞĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ

ϳ
ϵ͗ϬϬŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽĨĨĞĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ

dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ

29

22

Marcia Heinje (b.)
Laurie Maas (b.)

15

8

Charles & Sally Heinje (w.)
Barbara Kloster (b.)
Dennis Schmig (b.)

30

23

16

9

Heidi Bergquist (b.)
Cynthia Fish (b.)

ϭϬ͗ϬϬ^ƵŶĚĂǇ^ĐŚŽŽů
WƌŽŐƌĂŵWƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ

ϵ͗ϯϬ^ƚ͘>ƵĐŝĂƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ

Sandra Hansen (b.)
Teresa Meister (b.)

ϯϬ

Ϯϯ

ϭϲ

ϵ

Ϯ

Saturday
2

:ĂŶƵĂƌǇEĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌŝƚĞŵƐĚƵĞ

&ƌŝĚĂǇ

Friday
1

Ϯϵ

ϮϮ

ϭϱ

ϴ

ϭ

