LIVING WORD LUTHERAN CHURCH

438.9672 CHURCH

DECEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER

A Blessed and Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year
from Living Word Lutheran Church staff:
Lori Dockter, Lisa Aker and Pastor Kent and Kay Groethe

Christmas Schedule of Events
Dec. 19 ...Christmas Program Practice 10:00 AM
Dec. 20 ...NO Sunday School, 10:00 AM Worship,
1 PM Christmas Program

WHAT’S
INSIDE

Youth News
Women of the Living Word

Dec. 24 ...4:00 and 6:00 PM Candlelight Worship
Dec. 25 ...Christmas Day
Dec. 27 ...NO Sunday School, 10:00 AM Worship

Thank You
Pastor’s Letter
Council Minutes

December Event Calendar
Dec. Birth/Ann. Calendar

YOUTH NEWS

YOUTH
A

nother year has flown by and Pastor Kent and
I have been so blessed to be a part of such
awesome youth at Living Word. We have
been trying to meet with every junior and senior
high kid, so if we haven’t met with you yet, you will
be hearing from us.
This year has been like no other with the COVID
19 restrictions. In CONFIRMATION this year we are
studying Hearing God. Every week the students hear
a different person give their testimony of faith. It has
been awesome for us to hear how God has moved
and worked in different people’s lives.
Christmas season is a busy time of year filled with

excitement and expectation for the coming Christ
child.
We won’t be going CHRISTMAS CAROLING this
year in the nursing homes because of COVID 19, but
it is possible we may try to get together and sing to
the residents outside their windows. Stay tuned for
announcements about this.
The CHRISTMAS PROGRAM is tentatively
scheduled for Sunday, December 20 at 1:00 PM
instead of at the morning 10:00 service. We will have
a practice on Saturday, December 19 at 10:00 AM.
Continue to pray for our youth that they will come
to comprehend more and more of God’s deep love
for them. Pray that this season of giving will be
contagious and spread the hope of Jesus to all we
come in contact with.
Grow in Faith!! Impact the world!! Kay

High school youth group

High school youth group

High school youth group

Confirmation class
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD
Count your blessings
Name them one by one
Count your many blessings
See what God has done
That has been running through my head as I
prepare for THANKSGIVING and then move on
to the season of CHRISTMAS when God gave us
the wonderful gift of Jesus. Kay was so right in her
children’s sermon when she said we need to be
thankful for what we have and not dwell on what we
don’t have.
I would like to thank
everyone that baked for
our SPECIAL ORDER
BAKE SALE and also
those who purchased.
You may still give
donations for the Beacon
Center in Watertown
which served the victims
of domestic or sexual
abuse in our area.
The MITTEN TREE is
up and will be used to
display your donations
of mittens, caps, gloves
and scarves. They will be
appreciated by those in
need. They will be taken
to the courthouse for local
children and adults. As
each item is removed from
the tree, an ornament is
hung on in its place.
The Women of Living Word will be having a
CHRISTMAS PARTY MEETING on Tuesday,
December 1 at 2 PM and we would love to have
as many women of the church come as possible.
There will be circle Bible study led by Pastor Kent,

installation of officers, a few Christmas readings and
a potluck lunch of goodies. We are asking each one
to bring a plate of half a dozen of their favorites. Faith
circle will have devotions and share some readings.
Mary/Martha will make beverages and love circle will
bring napkins and plates. It should be a fun afternoon
of sharing. New year books
will be available.
CIRCLES do not meet
in December. We do not
have any other activities
planned this month so
do remember the true
meaning of Christmas
as you are busy with the
preparation.
As this year draws to
a close, I just want to
THANK everyone who
has helped in any way.
We have so many women
who help in so many ways
to make our organization
successful and to serve
our Lord in our missions.
Thank you for sharing your
love, time, treasures and
talent. May you each be
BLESSED!
Wishing you a blessed and safe Christmas. Praying for
good health for all of you! Christ the Savior is Born!
Marcia Heinje, LWLW Coordinator
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LWLC

2020 LWLC Committee Contacts
2020 Council Members:
President: Lance Bien, 432-6551,
bienpharmacy@itctel.com
Vice President: Orgene McCrea, 432-6335,
grammy_mc@hotmail.com
Youth & Education: Tim DeJong, 605-949-0422,
t_dejong54@hotmail.com and Terry Forster, 432-6480
Worship & Evangelism: Jerry Brown, 432-4080,
gsbrown@itcmilbank.com and Vicki Strege,
605-949-0648, vstrege@hotmail.com
Treasurer/Finance: Janel Sandvig, 605-530-2012,
janel.s.sandvig@gmail.com
Property & Management:
Howard Heinje, 605-938-4142,
mhheinje@tnics.com and Richard Hansen,
432-4175, sandyhansen42@yahoo.com
Newsletter/Website: Nancy Kruger,
605-380-9871, nmfdesign@tnics.com
Living Word Lutheran
Women Oﬃcers:
Coordinator:
Marcia Heinje, 605-938-4142
Vice-Coordinator: Vicki Strege,
605-949-0648
Secretary: Shirley Zahn, 432-4761
Treasurer: Annette Redepenning,
432-6688
Mission Action:
Gloria Cooley, 445-1555 and
Janeen Ingber, 432-9123
Mission Growth: Karen McCrea,
432-6335
Mission Community:
Carol Grimley, 432-4627
Quilting: Carol Forster, 432-6480
Thrift Store Volunteer: Annette Redepenning,
432-6688, redpenny@wat.midco.net
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PASTOR’S
LETTER

Project Suitcase
O

ur Christmas challenge this year is to
purchase 25 child suitcases for kids moving
into foster care in our area and region. So
often, kids have little notice when they are taken
into foster care, sometimes less than half an hour.
They often are obligated to pack what they can
into a garbage bag. Our local foster care and
adoption promotion organization, “BUILDING OUR
FAMILIES,” (which is supported by Impact monies),
wants to change this. They are promoting what they
call PROJECT SUITCASE that gives people who are
receiving foster kids on short notice some help with
basic needs such as toothbrush and toothpaste,
pajamas, underwear, socks, a toy and other items
including a small suitcase.
Living Word is not promoting Operation Christmas
Child this year because of COVID 19 concerns and
so this will
be our
Christmas
challenge.
Our goal is
to purchase
25
suitcases
with the
above
contents
for these
kids.

Different age groups will have different suitcases
to fit their age and their sizes. Each suitcase costs
roughly $75. Consider giving a financial gift that will
purchase one or more suitcases. Make the check
out to “Building Our Families.” Our deadline for
this challenge is January 1 but we will continue to
support this work after that date.
On Sunday, December 6, there will be a short
presentation by Building our Families during the
worship service. A more detailed explanation will
be given of Project Suitcase. We want to get word
out about the great and crucial help needed to get
kids into good foster care or adoption situations. We
want to encourage more and more families to do
foster care and to adopt.
Our congregational representative on Building Our
Families is Carol Weber. She would be very happy to
answer any
questions
you may
have on
foster care,
adoption
or Project
Suitcase.
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

LWLC NOVEMBER 4, COUNCIL MEETING REPORT
MEMBERS PRESENT: Tim DeJong, Howard Heinje, Jerry
Brown, Vicki Strege, Janel Sandvig, Lance Bien, Pastor Kent,
Orgene McCrea, Terry Forster, Richard Hansen
OPENING: Pastor Kent prayed for good health and peace in
our country in these trying times and guidance for decisions
concerning council matters.
AGENDA APPROVAL: Richard made a motion that was
seconded by Tim to approve the agenda for the meeting.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Janel made a motion that was
seconded by Jerry to approve the October 2020 council report.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Jerry made a motion that was
seconded by Terry to accept and approve treasure’s report
for October 2020. Living Word Lutheran Church October 2020
Budget Summary
– Dedicated Account Balance
$75,430.41
– Building Fund Account Balance $23,379.57
– General Fund Account Balance $129,188.48
On 11/04/20 Janel Sandvig and Lisa Aker reconciled the
general, dedicated and building checking account bank
statements (dated 10/31/20).
Month-end Budget Summary: For the month of October,
we received $15,837.16 ($5,640.67 less than monthly projected
income). We had $19,410.41 in expenses ($2,067.42 less than
monthly projected expenses). This created a $3,573.25 negative
impact to the monthly budget.
Year-to-Date Budget Summary: Year to date, we have
received $210,264.61 in income ($4,513.69 less than projected
income to date). We had $193,229.72 in expenses ($21,548.58
less than budgeted expenses to date). Therefore, we are
$17,034.89 ahead income vs. expenses to date. **YTD income
includes $17,900 from PPP grant
PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Kent talked about the impact
COVID 19 has had on our residents in Park Place with all 6 of
our members there who have had it and two of them who have
passed away. Pastor will be using Facebook live for the funeral
services so all family members will be able to view it even if
they are unable to attend in person.
It was decided to have two Christmas Eve services, one
at 4 PM and the other at 6 PM to accommodate families and
respect the COVID 19 guidelines. The wearing of masks will
be mandatory for those who wish to sing at the services. Both
services will have live parking lot radio broadcasts in addition
to the live service and the Facebook streaming. Efforts are
being made to provide a COVID 19 safe environment as we
celebrate the birth of our Savior.
The nominating committee is in the process of procuring
new council members to replace the members who are going
off the council this year. They will be announced and approved
at the annual meeting on November 15.

Pastor Kent is starting a new magazine with Pastor Bill
Moberly called “Celebrating World Missions”. It will be a free
digital magazine. Pastor will work with 7 Lutheran mission
organizations to develop the magazine. These organizations
will distribute the magazine to everyone on their data base. It
was noted that there are no organized mission festivals in the
LCMC and NALC churches. Pastor would like to have these
festivals to encourage growth and raise awareness in the
mission fields. Our Impact the World Committee is helping to
provide financial support of this new magazine.
For 25 years Pastor Kent has been working on his “Bible
Alive Ministry” Bible study materials and has almost completed
them. These materials will soon be available to congregations.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: The board is looking
into purchasing a stand to display confirmation pictures
for the fellowship hall. In order to make the entryway look
neater, a container for salt and other winter time needs will be
purchased.
WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM REPORT: It was noted that
our new church service set up is meeting the people’s needs
very well. Nancy Kruger is training her daughters to use the
AV equipment for the services. For drive-thru communion
during worship services, Pastor will have the cars line up by
the church to receive communion so as to provide a more
organized process. Tuesday night communion will be stopped
due to the cold temperatures and early darkness. Communion
cards will be provided on the table by the entrance to the
sanctuary. They can be fill out and returned there at the end
of the service upon leaving. Someone will record the drive-thru
communion members. The annual church meeting to approve
the budget for the coming year will be held after services on
November 15. Christmas decorations will be put up by the
council members and families on November 22. Communion
helpers for December 6 will be Tim,Terry ,Brian and Janel.
YOUTH AND EDUCATION REPORT: Camperships were
discussed for the coming summer. To pay for the youth camps,
the parents pay the registration fee and the church pays for the
rest of the cost of the camp. Fundraisers are also done by the
youth to defray the cost.
OLD BUSINESS: Jerry has found a safe that he thinks will
meet our needs to protecting important documents and will
get it purchased for the congregation in the near future.
NEW BUSINESS: The budget proposal for 2021 was
reviewed by the council. It was noted that our budget program,
the Shepherd’s Staff is somewhat outdated, is difficult to
use, and it doesn’t provide a totally accurate picture of our
finances. It was proposed that we engage our accountant,
Gene Kiefer, to do a monthly budget report instead of using
Shepherd’s Staff. A motion was made by Jerry and seconded by
Richard to accept the proposed amendments to the budget
including accountant fees for the 2021 church year.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: The next council meeting will be
held on Wednesday, December 9 at 7:00 PM.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Janel and
seconded by Tim to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted by Vicki Strege, Secretary
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15
Marcia Heinje (b.)
Laurie Maas (b.)

14

Jennifer Anderson (b.)
Gloria Cooley (b.)
Maggie Kruger (b.)

Wednesday

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
3:45 Confirmation

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
3:45 Confirmation
6:00 Youth Group
7:00 Council

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
3:45 Confirmation
6:00 Youth Group

Wednesday
2

30

23

16

9

2

December 2020

22
Marge Nelson (b.)
Claire Schwandt (b.)

29
Kendall & Nanci Van
Peursem (w.)

21

Sophia DeJong (b.)

28

Mary Kinder (b.)

20

Joshua Keeton (b.)
Dylan Meister (b.)
Hunter Reede (b.)
Janel Sandvig (b.)

27

Shirley Schmidt (b.)

8

4:00 Christmas Eve Services
6:00 Christmas Eve Services
Offices closes at noon

Christmas Eve

Thursday

Charles & Sally Heinje (w.)
Barbara Kloster (b.)
Dennis Schmig (b.)

30

Jean Flaig (b.)

23

16

Susan Hippen (b.)
Marla Myklegard (b.)

31

24

Rosella Naeve (b.)
Troy Peschong (b.)

17

10
Siriana Bien (b.)
Rita Wellnitz (b.)

9

Thursday
3

31

24

17

10

3

Cheryl Leonard (b.)

Sandra Hansen (b.)
Heidi Bergquist (b.)
Kevin Hedge (b.)
Cynthia Fish (b.)
Teresa Meister (b.)
Jessica Lewno (b.)
Charles & Nadine Veen (w.)

13

Tuesday
1

29

7

Newsletter items due

22

15

8

2:00 LWLW General Meeting

6

28

21

14

7

1

Tuesday

Monday

10:00 Worship

10:00 Worship
1:00 Christmas Program

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship/noisy change

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship/Communion

Monday

Sunday

27

20

13

6

Sunday

Christmas

25

Craig & Carolyn
Randleman (w.)

18

Lori Dockter (b.)
Eunice Trygstad (b.)

11

Friday

Church Closed

Friday
4

25

18

11

4

Saturday

26

Jeremy Nelson (b.)

19

12

Ryan Keeton (b.)
Sean Keeton (b.)
Hope Pekelder (b.)
Kyle & Gretchen Weber
(w.)

Saturday
5

26

19

12

5

