LIVING WORD LUTHERAN CHURCH

438.9672 CHURCH

DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

A Blessed and Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year
from Living Word Lutheran Church staff:
Lori Dockter, Lisa Aker, Kay Groethe and Pastor Kent

Christmas Schedule of Events

Dec. 4......Christmas Program Practice 9-12:00 PM
Dec. 5 ......Sunday School 9:00 AM, Worship 10:00 AM
Dec. 11 ...St. Lucia Breakfast 9:30 AM
..............Christmas Program Practice 1-4:00 PM
Dec. 12 ...Christmas Program Practice 9:00 AM
..............Worship, Christmas Program 10:00 AM

WHAT’S
INSIDE

Youth News
Women of the Living Word
St. Lucia Breakfast

Dec. 19 ...Worship 10:00 AM
..............Christmas Caroling for Families 3:00 PM
Dec. 24 ....Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 5:00 PM
Dec. 25 ...Christmas Day
Dec. 26 ...NO Sunday School, 10:00 AM Worship
Dec. 31 ...New Year’s Eve
Thank Yous
Pastor’s Letter
Council Minutes

December Event Calendar
Dec. Birth/Ann. Calendar

YOUTH NEWS

YOUTH

High school youth group

A

nother year has flown by, and Pastor Kent
and I have been blessed to be a part of such
awesome youth at Living Word. We continue
to try to meet individually with every junior and
senior high youth, so if we haven’t met with you yet,
you will be hearing from us!
CONFIRMATION has been meeting every
Wednesday after school from 3:30-5:00 PM. This
year we have 10 students in grades 7 and 8. We are
talking about Rediscovering Christian Faith and why
it is reasonable to believe in Christ. We plan to go to
the Orphan Grain Train on Wed., December 1 from
3:30-5:30 PM.
Christmas is a busy time of year filled with
excitement and expectation for the coming
Christ child. The SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM is scheduled for December 12 at 10:00
AM. This year they are doing a play called, “It Wasn’t
the Hilton, You Know”. As always, I am excited to see
the kids in church sharing the Gospel of Jesus.
We are planning a FAMILY/YOUTH EVENT on
Sunday, December 19 beginning at 3:00 PM. We will
begin by going Christmas caroling at the nursing
homes, St. Williams, Avantara and Park Place.
Then we will come back to the church for supper
and games. Come and enjoy the fellowship of our
church family!
I pray that you have a very blessed Christmas,
focusing on Christ as the reason for the season.
Keep praying for our youth that they will come to
comprehend the joy of God’s deep love for them.
Pray that the season of giving will be contagious
and spread the hope of Jesus to all we come in
contact with.

Grow in faith! Impact the world!
Kay

High school youth group

High school youth group

High school youth group

High school youth group

At Pizza Ranch after the
“Show Me the Father” movie
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

W

e have all given thanks for the bountiful
harvest that the Lord gave us. The rains
came just in time for us and then were
so plentiful that we should go into the spring with
moisture. “My God shall supply all your need according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19)

The MITTEN
TREE is up in
the fellowship
hall. The needs
are for warm
mittens or
gloves for
children or
adults. There
is a need
especially
for men and
children. We
also can use
donations of
caps, scarves
and socks.
These will
be given for
distribution
in Grant
County and if needed in Big Stone County, MN
and in Roberts County. We always appreciate your
generous gifts to help protect from SD winters.
We are making final plans to the ST. LUCIA
BREAKFAST to be held at 9:30 AM on Saturday, Dec.
11. This Swedish tradition gives you an opportunity
to enjoy Swedish food, a program and great
fellowship. Call Lisa and sign up for the fun morning.
It is the gift of our Women of the Word to each of you.
On December 14 at 2 PM we will have our LWLW
GENERAL MEETING. Pastor will lead our fourth
study on Psalms and we will have an ELECTION
AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS. The

nominating committee will submit the names
of: Susan Vostad, coordinator; Sue DeJong, vicecoordinator. The officers continuing are: Linda
Anderson, secretary; Annette Redepenning, treasurer;
Gloria Cooley, Mission Action; Karen McCrea, Mission
Growth; Janeen Ingber; Mission Community. The
names being submitted for nominating committee
will be Janeen Ingber, Janice Letze and Annette
Redepenning. Thank you to Carol Grimley for all the
years she has served as Mission Community officer.
I want to thank each one of the officers, as well as
all the ladies of the church, who have helped me
and supported me during my two years as your
coordinator. So many of you have helped in lots of
ways – large and small. May God bless the work of
the women of the church as we serve Him. Please
join us for the meeting of study and fellowship.
CHRISTMAS IS ETERNAL
Christmas is eternal, a gift from God above,
A season to remember and celebrate His love.
It’s more than decorations we hang upon a tree,
More than jolly Santas with children on their knees.
Christmas is a spirit that keeps us young at heart
And turns the ordinary into a work of art.
It’s more than giving presents to loved ones far and near,
More than singing carols when ice and snow appear.
Christmas is eternal, a gift from god above,
The birthday of our Savior and His eternal love
Clay Harrison
May each of you have a Christ filled Christmas and
have a new year where you grow in faith and impact
the world.
Marcia Heinje, LWLW Coordinator
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LWLC

St. Lucia Breakfast

L

iving Word Church Women
are again planning a St. Lucia
breakfast. It will be held on
Saturday, December 11 starting at 9:30
AM. All women are invited to join us
for traditional Swedish food, fellowship
and a program of inspirational readings
and music.
Because of limited seating,
reservations are required. There is no
charge for attending the event but you must sign

Thank you to
Cailey Sime and
her mom Susan
for organizing
OPERATION
CHRISTMAS
CHILD boxes.
They received 61
boxes and $459
in donations.

the reservation sheet in the fellowship
hall or phone the church office at 605438-9672 for reservations. (We will not
be using tickets this year.)
Workers are needed to help in the
kitchen the morning of the breakfast
and to assist with the cleanup. If you
are willing and able to assist with
food preparation and serving or with
decorating prior to the event, please
sign up on the sheet in the fellowship hall.

Thank you for the kind words, prayers,
support and gifts that I received for
my confirmation. I appreciate the
encouragement that I have received
from Living Word and it’s members.
Confirmation was a special day and I
appreciate you sharing in that day with me.
Isabella Anderson
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PASTOR’S
LETTER

No Greater Love

1 John 3:1-9
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us,
that we should be called children of God.” (v. 1)

S

ome pregnancies are unwanted. In many cases,
the fetus is aborted. Many other children are
given up for adoption. Some are kept but are
neglected, beaten or despised. In these cases,
love isn’t great. Nor is it lavished
upon the children. With so
many abominable situations
between parents and their
children, it is no small thing
for us to exclaim, “How
great is the love the Father
has lavished on us, that we
should be called children
of God!” We are no accident
of nature that God didn’t
expect. We are not aborted or
abandoned by the Father. He
doesn’t put us up to be adopted by
the whims of chance or fate. Nor does
he keep us grudgingly within his sphere of care,
complaining that we take too much of his time

and energy.
No, we have a Father who wants us so much that
he came for us even when we were not legitimately
his. He dropped everything and came to hold us, to
embrace us, give us a gentle touch. He loves us
so much that he not only didn’t give us up,
but he gave himself up for us.
How great a love! How great
a parent! I am loved and very
valuable. I am considered
beautiful and of great
worth. My Father thinks I am
something and somebody.
My heavenly Father watches
as I play and encourages me in
my work. He listens attentively
to my concerns. He holds my hand when
I am afraid. He doesn’t call me “stupid,” or
“dumb.” He gently reminds me that he loves me.
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us,
that we should be called children of God.”

Father, sometimes I forget who I am…I feel ugly,
worthless and alone, and cannot even love myself.
Help me to remember that I am always your child,
loved and wanted, precious in your sight.
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

LWLC November 10, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING REPORT
MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Hansen, Marty
Buttke, Dale Prisinger, Janel Sandvig, Lance Bien,
Rhonda Beckman, Pastor Kent and Vicki Strege.
OPENING: Pastor Kent opened with prayer that
God would open the hearts and mind of the council
members so that they are open to know and do His
will as they consider the agenda for the meeting. He
also prayed that the council and everyone will grasp
just how much we are loved by our heavenly Father.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND SECRETARY
REPORT: Rhonda made a motion that was
seconded by Richard to approve the agenda and the
secretary’s report for October. Motion carried.
FINANCIAL REPORT: The financial report
indicates that we are slightly behind in giving during
the first 11 months of 2021. Usually giving increases
in the last month of the
year enabling us to meet the
October 31, 2021
2021 budget.
Month of October

Beginning Balance
(9/30/21)

Monthly Income
plus Interest

General Fund

$

128,916.05

$

19,085.70

$

18,191.90

$

893.80

$

129,809.85

Dedicated Accounts

$

50,281.71

$

4,898.31

$

10,952.05

$

(6,053.74)

$

44,227.97

Building Fund

$

38,414.10

$

615.00

$

-

$

615.00

$

39,029.10

Thrivent Financial

$

29,837.30

$

$

-

$

$

29,837.30

-

Monthly Expenses

Ending Balance
(10/31/21)

Net Gain or Loss

-

(updated quarterly)
TOTAL CASH BALANCE

$
242,904.22

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Kent indicated that
the book he is writing about how God has been
working in the lives of people in our congregation
is in its final editing and will be proof checked 3
more times before it goes into print. 500 copies
will be printed so that each family will be given a
complimentary copy, and that it can be included in
our welcome packets, distributed at the LifeLight
events as well as being sold to interested people for
the printing cost of $5 per book. Money from the

Barlund Family Fund will be used to support this
spiritual growth project.
On Tuesday, November 9 small group
congregational meetings began with around 26 people
in attendance. Topics addressed were growing in faith,
spiritual life, individual strengths and weaknesses, ideas
of what individual people see God doing in their lives
and our church. There was a lot of discussion on church
staffing as well as a future church expansion project.
For staffing the most consensus was for a full-time
associate pastor that would serve as a youth pastor
cover additional duties as needed at the church.
There was also strong interest in a half-time youth
worker and the half time services of Pastor Melanie
Dorsett. A full-time associate pastor could cost
up to $70,000 per year including benefits that are
associated with the position.
For the building project strong interest was
expressed for the addition of a multi-purpose
room that could serve for families gathering before
funerals, meetings, Bible studies, and music practice.
The expansion of the entry way to include a covered
portico to protect members from the elements when
they arrive at church, additional office space and
more storage.
Pastor encourages everyone to pick up a copy of
the Connections Magazine as it is a wonderful means
for growing in faith. Pastor Kent and Pastor Bill
Moberly are both actively involved in the publication
of this magazine, and they are actively working with
5 different mission issues. Pastor Bill would like to
establish a Lutheran mission conference in the midwest to promote interest in the mission field.
Pastor indicated that he and Kay, weather
permitting, are planning to attend the football game
in Vermillion and on the way home they plan to stop
in Madison at DSU to visit with and encourage our
college students.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: In
addition to trimming bushes, changing light bulbs,
and repairing leaky faucets the property and
management board has been working with the Otter
Tail Company to improve the lighting in the parking
lot. Otter Tail has offered to install 5 floodlights, free
of charge, in the parking lot that will give off more
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COUNCIL MINUTES CONTINUED
light than the six lights that we currently have. All
LWLC would have to do is pay a flat fee each month
for electricity to operate the floodlights. A motion
was made by Richard and seconded by Rhonda to
go ahead with the installation of the 5 floodlight
project. Motion carried.
An 80-inch TV to be hung above the doors to the
sanctuary that will serve to improve the transmission
of the service in the fellowship hall for those who
wish to social distance, on Christmas Eve, for large
funerals, and other larger services was discussed. A
motion was made by Janel and seconded by Dale
to approve $1,500 out of the general fund for the
purchase and installation of the TV. Motion carried.
It is expected to be operational for the Christmas Eve
service next month.
WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM REPORT:
Communion servers for December 5 are Marty,
Deb, and Dale. An adjustable piano bench and a
grand piano LED lamp have been ordered with the
memorial money from the Colberg family. We thank
them for their generosity.
Christmas Eve services will be at 5:00 PM on
December 24. For now, we have enough keyboardist
for each month, however we are always looking
for more keyboardists with the Lenten season
approaching. We feel that our worship services have
a nice mix of traditional and contemporary and most
people seem to be pleased with our services. The
offertory will be added back to the service when it is
safe for the health of everyone to do so.
YOUTH AND EDUCATION REPORT: The youth
group continues to meet with Country Side Covenant
and Valley Baptist Churches for devotions and
activities. There are about 12 kids who are developing
lasting friendships, growing in faith, encouraging
each other, and having fun. Most activities take place
at the Baptist Church in the cooler months and LWLC
will host the group in the warm months when they
can participate in outdoor activities. They recently
attended the Christian movie, “Show Me the Father”
and had pizza afterwards.

The council would like to extend their thanks to
Kay for all of her dedicated work with the youth these
past 4 years. She has set a beautiful example of faith
and service to others as she has developed activities
for the youth to grow in faith and fellowship as well as
having fun with each other. During this time, she has
faithfully led children’s talks, the Christmas program,
the faithful puppets presentations, led trips to Glorieta
and Okoboji Bible Camps, set up the Sunday school
curriculum, the children’s music program, as well as
taught Sunday school classes, and she has tended to
many issues that we don’t even know about. We wish
Kay the best as she explores new and different ways
to serve the Lord.
IMPACT THE WORLD: Impact the World
committee will shut down for a while and be
replaced by two other mission groups. One group
will be a mission outreach that will meet the physical
needs of people to show Christ’s love for them and
the other group will a mission evangelical branch
that will spread the Word and love of God with those
who don’t know Him.
OLD BUSINESS: In January there will be a
“Church Reorganization Day” to organize necessary
materials that are used often, and the dispose of
items no longer needed. No date or time has been
set as of now.
NEW BUSINESS: The nominating committee
consisting of Lance Bien, Deb Buttke, and Marlin
Fenner has nominated Moe Reede to finish the
term of Jade Miller, Kelly Peterson, Tina Balling and
Gene Vostad for a three-year term to replace Janel
Sandvig, Lance Bien and Vicki Strege who will be
going off the board this month. We thank them for
their service to our church.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: The next council
meeting will be held on December 8 at 7:00 PM.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Janel
and seconded by Dale to adjourn the meeting.
Motion approved. The meeting was adjourned and
closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Vicki Strege
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9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
9:00 Visioning LW meeting
10:00 Worship/Communion

9:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship

9:00 Coffee Fellowship
9:00 January Servant Team meets
10:00 Worship
Christmas caroling for families

Thursday

9:00 Community Coffee

9:00 Community Coffee

9:00 Community Coffee

9:00 Community Coffee

New Year's Eve
Church & office closed

Christmas Eve

Friday

Church & office closed
5:00 Christmas Eve Service

28
Mary Kinder (b.)

27

Shirley Schmidt (b.)

Kendall & Nanci Van
Peursem (w.)

29

Marge Nelson (b.)
Claire Schwandt (b.)

26

22

Sophia DeJong (b.)

Jeremy Nelson (b.)

21

20

Joshua Keeton (b.)
Dylan Meister (b.)
Hunter Reede (b.)
Janel Sandvig (b.)

19

Marcia Heinje (b.)
Laurie Maas (b.)

Charles & Sally Heinje (w.)
Barbara Kloster (b.)
Dennis Schmig (b.)

30

Jean Flaig (b.)

23

Susan Hippen (b.)

31

24

Troy Peschong (b.)
Brenda Seehafer (b.)

17

16

15

Jennifer Anderson (b.)
Gloria Cooley (b.)
Maggie Kruger (b.)

13

12

14

10

Friday
3

31

24

17

10

3

Siriana Bien (b.)
Rita Wellnitz (b.)

8

Heidi Bergquist (b.)
Sandra Hansen (b.)
Cynthia Fish (b.)
Kevin Hedge (b.)
Jessica Lewno (b.)
Teresa Meister (b.)
Charles & Nadine Veen (w.)

Thursday
2

30

23

16

9

2

Cheryl Leonard (b.)

7

6

10:00 Searchers Bible Study

10:00 Searchers Bible Study

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
3:30 Confirmation
6:30 Youth Group @ VB
7:00 Choir practice

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
3:30 Confirmation
6:30 Youth Group @ LW

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
3:30 Confirmation
6:30 Youth Group @ VB
7:00 Choir practice

Wednesday

Wednesday
1

29

22

15

8

1

December 2021

9

5

28

Tuesday

2:00 LWLW General Mtg/election
7:00 Council

Tuesday

Newsletter items due

21

14

7

Monday

27

20

13

6

Monday

Ryan Keeton (b.)
Sean Keeton (b.)
Hope Pekelder (b.)
Kyle & Gretchen Weber
(w.)

Sunday

26

19

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship/noisy change

12 Sunday School Christmas Program

5

Sunday

Christmas Day

9:30 St. Lucia
1-4 Sunday School practice

9-12 Sunday School practice

Saturday

25

Craig & Carolyn
Randleman (w.)

18

Lori Dockter (b.)

11

Saturday
4

25

18

11

4

