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jANUARy 2017 NEWSLETTER

In the book of Isaiah, Chapter 7:14, it reads: “Therefore the Lord himself
shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bare a son, and
shall call his name Emmanuel.” Likewise in the book of Matthew,
Chapter 1:23, it reads: “Behold! The virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a son, and they will call him Emmanuel.” Emmanuel means,
“God with us”. The Sunday School children learned just that during
their presentation of “Live From the First Century” Christmas program.
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LWLC COUNCIL

2017 Church Council
Left to Right: Brad Olson, Vice President/youth & Ed Committee; Roger Christensen, Worship & Evangelism;
Mary Kinder, youth & Ed Committee; Howard Heinje, Property & Management Committee and Dave Hepper,
President. Not pictured are: Brad Leonard, Worship & Evangelism; Larry Olson, Treasurer and Roslyn Riech,
Secretary/ Worship & Evangelism Committee.

LWLC Committee Contacts
2017 CounCil MeMbers:
President: Dave Hepper, 432-4478,
dkhepp@gmail.com
Vice President/Youth & ed: Brad Olson, 432-9593,
bradleyolson@live.com
secretary/Worship & evangelism: Roslyn Reich,
432-5244, rrr2888@gmail.com
Treasurer: Larry Olson, 321-9702,
olsonlaa@tnics.com
Property & Management: Howard Heinje,
938-4142, mhheinje@tnics.com
Worship & evangelism: Roger Christensen, 2373355, rcchristensen1958@gmail.com and Brad
Leonard, 605-467-3704, pudge.lfg@live.com
Youth & education: Mary Kinder, 880-9705,
m.kinder@live.com

Adult sunday school: Deb Buttke, 432-4457,
mdbuttke@itcmilbank.com
newsletter: Nancy Kruger, 432-4397,
nmfdesign@tnics.com
living Word lutheran Women oﬃcers:
Coordinator: joanne Schmig, 676-2320
Vice-coordinator: Shirley Zahn, 432-4761
Secretary: Marcia Heinje, 938-4142
Treasurer: Annette Redepenning, 432-6688
Mission Action Chairs: Gloria Cooley, 445-1555
and Karen Kiefer, 432-4050
Mission Growth Chair: Karen McCrea, 432-6335
Mission Community Chair: Carol Grimley, 432-4627
Quilting: Carol Forster, 432-6480
servant Teams: Pam Nelson, 438-9673,
livingword@itcmilbank.com
Thrift store Volunteers: Annette Redepenning,
432-6688, redpenny@wat.midco.net
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NEW MEMBERS
Welcome the Dejong
family to our faith family
at Living Word Lutheran
Church. They are from left
to right jason, Emma,
Abby, Sophia (in front)
Sue, Tim and Charles
Scheﬀ.

OUTREACH

Diabetes
support
Group
T

he diabetes support
group will return to
regular monthly meetings
on the 3rd Sunday of
every month at 6:30. The
january meeting will be
held on january 15 and
the educational speaker
will be Dr. Gilmore who
will be speaking on eye
health.

Library News

R

ecently jason Weber, son of Don and Carol Weber, donated a book that
he has authored entitled, “FARMER HERMAN and the FLOODING BARN.”
This book is to be enjoyed by families and shows how things can be
accomplished if everyone works together. It is based on a true story of how
344 people, working together, actually lifted and moved a barn to higher
ground where it would not flood.
The book brings out the need for good, adoptive homes and foster homes
for needy children. By working together, communities can make this happen.
Some families are open to adopt children or to provide foster care. They need
the support of the community in many ways...encouragement, prayer, respite
care, and perhaps some financial help.
How can we help? We are a community
of approximately 344 members. By working
together, we can accomplish a surprising
amount.
Enjoy the book!
january is a good time to consider
checking out a good book or two from
the library!
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BIBLE STUDY

neW bible study

A

Bible study entitled “The Broken Way” written by
Ann Voskamp will begin on Wednesday evening,
january 4 at 6:30 PM. This is a six week study
which will take place for three weeks in january (jan. 4,
18 & 25) and three weeks in February (1, 15, & 22). There

will be a dvd series to accompany the study each week.
The cost of the study guide is $7.49. If you would like to
participate, please sign up in the foyer or contact Mary
Kinder, so we know how many study guides to order.
Mary’s cell is 880-9705 or email m.kinder@live.com.

THANK YOU

LIVING WORD

Call Committee REPORT

A

t the onset of our search for a new pastor,
there seemed to be a lack in the number
of applicants received. Through prayer and
examination of our methodology we determined
that we needed to rework our information on the
LCMC website, in addition to our own website.
(Please check out the information pertaining
to our pastor search on our website
livingwordmilbank.com which is under
the tab “pastor opening”).

While we are still seeking additional applications,
we are encouraged with the number of applications
received. To date we have 13 pastors who have
expressed an interest in LWLC. We are in the process
of conducting phone interviews of the applications
received.
We ask for and still need your prayers in this
process. Also we seek your suggestions. If you know
of a prospective pastor please contact one of us on
the call committee and we will set up an interview.
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LWLW

sT. luCiA breAkfAsT

O

n Saturday, December 10, approximately 100 women attended a breakfast
celebrating the tradition of St. Lucia Day, which marks the beginning of the
Christmas season in Sweden. The room was decorated with red Swedish
candle holders and other items relating to the event. Devon Balling portrayed St.
Lucia, who in Sweden is traditionally the oldest daughter in a family, rising early on
the morning of December 13 to serve her family coﬀee and saﬀron buns.
The breakfast which was served and eaten by candlelight consisted of Swedish
fruit soup, rye bread, ginger cookies, decorated tea rings and a variety of cheeses.
A program of music and Christmas readings followed the food and fellowship. The
Lucia tradition demonstrates the dawn after the darkness, the telling of the coming
of Christ. The lights in Lucia’s crown and the lighted candles on the tables remind
us of the coming of jesus our Savior, the Light of the world.
Living Word Women present the breakfast and program as a gift to our members
and their guests who attend, from the community. Those who attended were from
many of the other churches in Milbank as well as the surrounding area.
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ChrisTMAs ProGrAM
More than 35 youth participated
in the Sunday morning’s worship
service on December 18. Baby
jesus was portrayed by Brittany
Heinje, daughter of Chuck and
Sally Heinje. Witnessing the little
baby jesus reminded all of us that
God brought his Son into the
world as a newborn baby who
would be King. All of the children
did a great job with their parts
and beautifully sang several
numbers. Special music was
provided by jessica Van Peursem
and Aidan Boerger, singing a duet
of “Mary, Did you Know.”Under the
direction of Nanci Van Peursem,
Susan Sime and Mary Kinder the
children gathered in spite of the
frigid cold temperatures that
morning and warmed the hearts
of the congregation!
Many thanks go out to the
teachers for their continued work

YouTh neWs
with their students. A big thank
you to the Living Word Women
who helped on Saturday during
practice, providing activities and
wonderful food for the children.
ChrisTMAs CArolinG
On Sunday, December 18,
congregational members
gathered at the church for a
delightful afternoon of Christmas
caroling. Approximately 18
children, teenagers and adults
traveled together to Park Place,
Golden Living and St. Williams to
spread Christmas cheer. They
shook hands with the residents,
visited with them and sang
Christmas carols throughout the
halls and in the dining room of
each place. Afterwards, they

gathered back at the church to
enjoy an evening meal together,
consisting of homemade soups
and sweet treats.
ConfirMAnDs AnD MenTors
On Sunday, january 8, all Mentors
and students are invited to a pizza
lunch following the church service
at Living Word. Bring your favorite
board games and get to know one
another through this fun activity!
Jr & sr hiGh YouTh
A Movie night is being planned
for Living Word jr & Sr. High youth
on Sunday january 22 beginning
at 4:00 PM. All adults are also
welcome to attend, and
refreshments will be served! No
need to sign up, just show up and
remember to bring your friends!
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

A

s the new coordinator for Living Word
Lutheran Women, I wish you all a blessed new
year, 2017. Thank you to all the women who
have faithfully served this past year. Those who are
going oﬀ the board now are Linda Wagner and
Darlene Eide. We welcome new board members,
Shirley Zahn and Carol Grimley.
All women of Living Word Church are considered
members of Living Word Women and are invited to
attend the quarterly general meetings as well as
becoming active or just visiting one
of our circles which meet monthly
for Bible study and fellowship. We
have a 7:30 AM and two 9:00 AM
circles, as well as one that meets at
7:30 PM all on the third Tuesday of
the month.
Our CirCle bible sTuDY for
the next nine months is entitled
“God’s Reluctant Leaders,” the
Biblical stories of jonah, Gideon
and Moses. The call of the Lord
often catches us by surprise as it
did with some of the greatest figures in scripture.
Come and join us to learn more about these men
who were called by God to be leaders as well as what
the Lord has to teach us by their lives.
There are various Mission ProJeCTs which we
support throughout the year. One of the new
projects this year is items for St. Francis House in

QUILTING
W

e have taken 70 quilts to the Orphan
Grain Train, and 35 quilts were sent to the
Gess Eye Hospital in Sierra Leone, Africa,
this past year.

Sioux Falls, which serves people in need in that area.
It is our project for january through April along with
the pillowcase dresses that can be sewed. Watch
your bulletins for needs and ways
you can help. We will have a
speaker from St. Francis House
with us at our first general meeting
in March.
Many thanks to everyone who
worked to make our sT. luCiA
breAkfAsT a success this year.
From the Thursday morning coﬀee
guys who arranged the tables and
chairs to jerry Brown who handled
the sound system for us, it takes
many people to present the lovely
program, music and decorating as well as the food
and serving. We appreciate you all.
I look forward to working with all of you through
2017 as we serve the Lord together in Living Word
Church.
Joanne Schmig
LWLW Coordinator

We are in need of more
help in all areas of making
quilts from preparing
material to tying and sewing
the quilts. If you only have a
couple of hours that you
could spare, your help would
be greatly appreciated.
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

living Word lutheran Church Council Minutes,
December 14, 2016
Members Present: Dave Hepper, Brad Olson, Mary
Kinder, Roger Christensen, Larry Olson and Roslyn Reich.
President Dave Hepper opened the meeting with
prayer. Meeting called to order.
secretary’s report was approved prior to the meeting.
Treasurer’s report was given by Dave Hepper. As
of November 30, 2016, the general fund has a total of
$132,670.04. There was discussion about the building
fund. The balance, as of December 13, 2016, was
$38,375.94.
A motion was made by Mary Kinder and Larry
Olson seconded the motion to pay down the loan
by $33,375.94, leaving $5,000 in the building fund.
Approved. As of December 15, 2016, the remaining
loan amount is $160,300.05.
Property report was given by Roger Christensen.
There was discussion regarding purchasing a screen
which would be placed in the back of the church for
pastors to see during services. Brad Olson will further
investigate costs. Roger Christensen will follow up on
the status of installing the lights on the steeple cross.
He will update Brad Leonard and Howard Heinje once
further information has been obtained. Pillar lights
outside of the church will be checked once Christmas
wreaths have been removed to ensure lights are
working. Dewey’s Lawn Service will continue to do
snow removal in the parking lot.
Worship and evangelism report was given by Roger
Christensen and Roslyn Reich. Communion was given
for the shut-ins on December 4 by Pastor jon
Lindekugel, Marla Myklegard, Roger Christensen and
Roslyn Reich. The first Sunday of each month
communion will be given to our shut-ins by Pastor
Lindekugel and church council members. Thank you
to Chuck and Marla Myklegard for initially setting up
communion services for our shut-ins. Discussed visitors

welcome contact and eﬀorts to reach out to visitors to
make them feel welcomed. Roger Christensen will
research welcome card holders to be placed in the pews.
Bulletin delivery volunteer signup sheet is in the church
oﬃce. The council discussed and will be implementing
usher and lector signup sheets. Christmas caroling is
scheduled for December 18, 2016 at 3:30 PM. Following
discussion, it was decided that the church oﬃce will be
closed December 26, 2016. Motion made by Roger
Christensen and seconded by Larry Olson. Approved.
Youth and education report was given by Brad Olson
and Mary Kinder. Discussed a mentor activity for 7th &
8th grade confirmation students. This will give the
mentors and confirmation students an opportunity to
get to know each other and to create a spiritual bond.
Ideas include a pizza/movie night. Dates will be
determined by Brad Olson and Mary Kinder. Christmas
Sunday School practice is scheduled for Saturday,
December 17, at 10:00 AM, and the Christmas Sunday
School program will be given Sunday, December 18. It
was decided not to proceed with Camp Sunday
Pancake Feed fundraiser as there are available funds in
place from the Sunday morning coﬀee donations.
Mary Kinder has expressed an interest in initiating
an evening Bible Study. Mary will coordinate and lead a
study written by Ann Voscamp entitled “The Broken
Way”. Council discussed the idea and encouraged Mary
to move forward and implement. Mary will be
providing more details as they become available.
olD business:
We discussed the purchase of eight “reserved” signs
that fit on the pews. Signs cost $32 a unit. Mary Kinder
made a motion for the purchase, and Brad Olson
seconded it. Approved.
neW business:
Dave Kloster, who has been managing the Living Word
website and radio broadcasts for the past six years, has
submitted his resignation eﬀective February 1. Brad
Olson will check around for candidates who may be
interested in taking over this position.
The call committee continues to work prayerfully
and diligently as they move forward interviewing
potential pastors.
The next Council Meeting will be Wednesday,
january 11, at 7:00 PM.
Meeting Adjourned
Respectfully submitted, Roslyn Reich, Secretary
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Sunday

8:45 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship

9:00 Quilting

7:30 Dawn Circle at the church
9:00 Faith Circle meet at the church
9:00 Mary/Martha Circle at
the church
7:30 Love Circle meets at the church

9:00 Quilting

Tuesday

31

30

29

25

26

19

Sue DeJong (b.)
David Kloster (b.)

12

27

20

13

6

Friday

Jamie Pekelder (b.)

27

20

Paul & Jennifer Anderson
(w.)

13

Gary Meister (b.)

Friday
6

9:00 Community Coffee Fellowship

26

Carolyn Randleman (b.)

Randy Dockter (b.)

24

19
9:00 Community Coffee Fellowship

22

18

12
9:00 Community Coffee Fellowship

Larry & Peggy Brook (w.)

23

17

16

11

Thursday

9:00 Community Coffee Fellowship

5

Thursday
5

3:30 7th& 8th Grade Confirmation
6:15 Choir
6:30 "The Broken Way" Bible study

3:30 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation
7:00 Church Council
6:15 Choir
6:30 "The Broken Way" Bible study

3:30 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation
6:15 Choir

3:30 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation
6:30 "The Broken Way" Bible study

Wednesday

Wednesday
4

25

18

11

4

Lisa Campbell (b.)

15

Craig Randleman (b.)

Taylor Balling (b.)
Shaylee Pekelder (b.)

Guy & Cleo Mann (w.)

10

9

8

Curtis Hallberg (b.)

31

24

17

10

3

Joanne Schmig (b.)

Newsletter items due

Monday

Tuesday
3

30

23

16

9

2

Monday
2

8:45 Sunday School
9:00 Pancake Feed
9:00 Servant Team meets
10:00 Worship
4:00 Jr. & Sr. High Youth Movie Night

8:45 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship
6:30 Diabetes Support Group

8:45 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship
11:00 Mentors & Students Pizza Lunch

New Year's Day
No Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship/Communion

Sunday
1

29

22

15

8

1

January 2017

9:30 Altar Guild meeting

Saturday

28

Ron Anderson (b.)
Michael Campbell (b.)

21

14

Saturday
7

28

21

14

7

