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Our annual SKI TRIP to Andes Tower Hills
was on February 20. We had 13 people ski
for the day. It was a wonderful day and
we were blessed with great weather.
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YOUTH NEWS

YOUTH

I

t is such an honor to serve as youth leader at Living
Word. Pastor Kent and I pray for all the kids that
their eyes and hearts will be open to Jesus entering
in. These are such great kids and we look forward to
seeing what God is going to do in each of their lives.
We will continue to MEET ONE ON ONE with
every junior and senior high student. This is a great
time for us to get to know one another better and
check in on their relationship with Christ.
The CONFIRMATION schedule for Lent is that
we will not be meeting after school on Wednesdays
but the kids are required to attend Lenten services
at 6:30 PM.
We have SPRING RECHARGE WEEKENDS

coming up the end of April at OKOBOJI BIBLE
CAMP.
• 4-6th grade weekend is April 30-May 2
• 6-9th grade weekend is April 23-25.
The cost is $50 for the weekend. Please let me know if
you are interested in going.
SUMMER CAMP schedule is:
• 9-12th grade week is July 8-15 to GLORIETA BIBLE
CAMP, New Mexico. Cost is $200 for the week.
At INGHAM OKOBOJI, IA the dates are:
• 4-6th grade week is July 18-23
• 6-9th grade week is July 25-30
The cost is $100 for the week.
“Take delight in the Lord and He will
give you the desires of your heart.” Psalm 37:4
Grow in your faith! Impact the world! Kay

2021 LWLC Committee Contacts
2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Newsletter/Website: Nancy Kruger, 605-380-9871,
nmfdesign@tnics.com
President: Lance Bien, 432-6551,
Living Word Lutheran Women Officers:
bienpharmacy@itctel.com
Coordinator: Marcia Heinje, 605-237-0373
Vice President: Richard Hansen, 432-4175,
Vice-Coordinator: Susan Vostad, 605-432-1825
sandyhansen42@yahoo.com
Secretary: Linda Anderson, 432-6321
Secretary: Vicki Strege, 605-949-0648,
Treasurer: Annette Redepenning, 432-6688
vstrege@gmail.com
Mission Action:
Youth & Education: Jade Miller, 605-999-8962,
Gloria Cooley, 445-1555 and Janeen Ingber, 432-9123
jade.miller@k12.sd.us and Rhonda Beckman,
605-924-1132, trbeckman@tnics.com
Mission Growth: Karen McCrea, 432-6335
Worship & Evangelism: Vicki Strege, 605-949-0648, Mission Community: Carol Grimley, 432-4627 and
vstrege@gmail.com and Terry Forster, 432-6480
Janeen Ingber, 432-9123
Treasurer/Finance: Janel Sandvig, 605-530-2012,
Advisor: Pastor Kent Groethe
janel.s.sandvig@gmail.com
Thrift Store Volunteer: Annette Redepenning,
Property & Management: Dale Prisinger, 432-5052, 432-6688, redpenny@wat.midco.net
dlprisinger@tnics.com and Marty Buttke, 432-4457,
mdbuttke@itcmilbank.com
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

I

t has been nearly a year since our mask free way of
life was interrupted. Hopefully with the increase in
availability of the Covid 19 vaccine, many of you
will soon have immunity to Covid 19 and life can
become more normal.

MISSION PROJECTS
LAYETTES will be finished up in early March.
We will be going through your donations and
assembling the kits. I do have a Thrivent Action
Grant to purchase needed items. Thank you for your
generosity.
HYGIENE KITS are the project for March and
April. Bring to the church
by circle on April 20 so we
can get them assembled.
HYGIENE KITS INCLUDE:
•1 bath towel
•1 wash cloth
•1 bath size bar of soap
•1 toothbrush
•1 sturdy comb
•6 bandaids (1/2-3/4”)
secured together
FEEL FREE TO GIVE AS
MUCH OR AS LITTLE
TO THESE MISSION
PROJECTS AS YOU
WOULD LIKE THEY
ARE VOLUNTARY. ANY
CHURCH MEMBER CAN
DONATE EVEN IF YOU
ARE NOT ACTIVE IN THE
WOMENS GROUPS
We will not be having
LENTEN SUPPERS this year. Lenten services will be
at 6:30 PM.
The SHUT-INS do appreciate your visits and
cards. Thank you for your faithfulness remembering
them.

The women continue to sell RADA CUTLERY
with the profit put in their kitchen fund. If you are in
need of good cutlery or a nice gift please check out
the catalogue by the cards in the back of the church.
Paula Heinje will be handling your orders. Thank
you to Shirley Zahn who
has done this for so long
and will now be moving
to Brandon. She will be
missed.
THANK YOU to each of
you for all of the tasks large
and small that you do for
the church and community.
As we prepare our
hearts for the Lenten
Season let us keep the
ultimate sacrifice that Christ
made for us foremost in our
minds. Christ gave all that
by faith we might live.
“For it is by grace that you
have been saved, through
faith – and this is not from
yourselves. It is the gift of
God – not by works, so that
no one can boast.”
Ephesians 2:8-9
LWLW Chairman, Marcia Heinje
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PASTOR’S
LETTER

Saved
By
Grace
Genesis 7:1-5

T

“Go into the ark, you and your whole family,
because I have found you righteous.” (v. 1)

he “you” in God’s statement, “I have found you
righteous,” refers to Noah, not Noah’s wife, not
Noah’s sons or daughters-in-law, only Noah.
In the Hebrew Old Testament, the “you” is singular.
Noah was saved because
of his righteousness, but
seven others who were
unrighteous were also
saved. God invited all of
Noah’s family into the
ark. They were saved
simply because they
were Noah’s family.
They must have trusted
their father, and that
faith preserved them
from the flood waters.
They heeded Noah’s
invitation to “enter
the ark.”
When it comes to
righteousness, we are
more like Noah’s family than Noah. Noah is a Christ
figure. Only Christ is righteous. The scriptures claim

that no human is righteous, not one, for “all have
sinned and fall short of God’s glory.” When the
wrath of God comes like floodwaters to destroy the
unrighteous, Christ invites us into the ark of God’s
grace. Unrighteous
people can escape the
flood meant for them.
Faith in Christ saves us.
We flee the waters and
are dragged into the ark
clinging to the fringes of
Christ’s righteousness.
“Amazing Grace, how
sweet the sound, that
saved a wretch like me!”
Christ invites his
family into the ark.
Just because he is our
brother, we are let in.
All who have faith in
him are like his mothers,
sisters and brothers.
In this case, it isn’t what you know, but who you
know. Thank you, God, for saving our family!

I am a member of the family of Christ,
saved by his grace, welcomed by his Spirit.
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

LWLC FEBRUARY 10, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING REPORT
MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Hansen, Jade Miller, Marty
Buttke, Dale Prisinger, Terry Forster, Vicki Strege, Janel Sandvig,
Lance Bien and Pastor Kent.
OPENING: Pastor Kent opened with prayer for guidance for
good decisions in church matters that are in accordance with
His will for us.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Dick and
seconded by Marty to approve the agenda for the meeting.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: A motion was made by Janel and
seconded by Dale to approve and accept the secretary’s report.
FINANCIAL REPORT: A motion was made by Jade and
seconded by Marty to accept the financial report. We are
financially in a good place in our church will a total cash
balance of $260,703.94.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Kent was pleased to report that
10 people have talked with him concerning joining our church.
He feels that the various ways we broadcast our services has
contributed to this increase of interest in our church.
Pastor Kent has almost completed the stories of how God
has moved in the lives of the members of our church and
community. The interest from the Barlund Fund will be used
to publish these books. 150 books will be given free of charge
to each household in our church. Another 300 books will be
published so members may purchase them to give to family
and friends. The books will also be given to new members in
the welcome packet. By publishing this book we are archiving
God’s movement in our lives so that faith will grow through
this account.
The Lenten season will begin on February 17. In person
Lenten services will be held at 6:30 pm each Wednesday. There
will be no Lenten suppers served before the services this year
due to COVID 19 guidelines. On Ash Wednesday there will be
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. A drive through
communion will be held on Ash Wednesday at 6:00 PM for those
who are not comfortable with in-person worship. Cars are asked
to drive from the east to the west by the church entrance to
receive the ashes and communion. Topics for the Lenten services
will deal with the commandments concerning loving our
neighbor. During the Lenten season the topics for the Sunday
sermons will be the seven words of Christ on the cross.
Pastor Kent and Kay are planning a vacation from March 1-8.
During that time he will continue with his daily devotionals.
David Kruger will conduct Sunday service and someone else
will cover the midweek service.
Pastor has already gotten his first COVID 19 vaccination
and is beginning to visit people at the nursing homes. Next
fall Pastor plans to have small group meeting with members
to find out their ideas concerning building an addition to our

church. This will provide a valuable guideline for planning the
construction. He also wants to go into homes to talk about
traits of a healthy church as to know where the focus of our
church should be. With this knowledge he would be able to act
as a trainer to help the members grow spiritually.
Pastor commends the church on their generosity in giving
and making a difference in the world with their resources.
One example of this is that 150 Spanish Bibles were given to
Michael Sanchez’s mission ministry.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: The cross on the
steeple of the church has been fitted with photo cells so that it
will shut off during the day and come on at dusk.
The parts have been installed in the refrigerator and freezer
so that the doors will work properly. The temperature of the
refrigerator is being monitored as it is running on the warm
side and may need freon to keep the temperature at the
proper level.
A motion was made by Janel and seconded by Jade to
spend up to $1,000 to improve the lighting on the cross at the
front of the church.
WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM REPORT: Ash Wednesday,
February 17, communion will begin at 6:00 PM for those
who are not comfortable with in-person worship. Dale and
Marty will assist Pastor with the imposition of ashes and the
distribution of communion. Sheila and Lance will assist with the
distribution of communion in the sanctuary that evening.
The offering during the Lenten season will be given to the
food pantries in both Milbank and Ortonville. The offerings at
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will go to the general fund.
NEW BUSINESS: None
OLD BUSINESS: None
YOUTH AND EDUCATION: The youth have been attending
the mental health session for youth at the Central United
Methodist Church this past month. Kay is working toward
possibly forming a joint high school youth group with the
Valley Baptist Church as both churches have a small number
of youth in that age group.
There are 3-5 high school aged girls interested in the
Glorieta Camp on July 9-15, and the younger kids are
considering the local Bible camps this summer.
One of the ways that Pastor Kent and Kay work with the
youth is to have individual dinner meetings with them to
encourage them to express themselves and to help them grow
in faith. This individual meeting is a valuable tool to get to
know the kids and help them with their problems.
Pastor Kent is impressed with the middle school aged kids
as they are in class both on Wednesday afternoon as well as
Sunday morning Bible class. They are involved.
IMPACT THE WORLD: In 2021, Impact the World will be
giving $5,000 for various needs in Vietnam, another $5,000 in
Vietnam will go to water systems and purchasing more cows,
and $10,000 will stay in the community to help local people
with various problems.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on
March 10, 2021 after Lenten services.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Marty and
seconded by Janel to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted by Vicki Strege
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