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CONFIRMATION 2020

Josh Keeton, Gabe Beckman, Pastor Kent Groethe, Cailey Sime and Maggie Kruger

L

iving Word Lutheran Church confirmed its ninth
class of confirmands on Reformation Sunday,
October 25, 2020 with Pastor Kent Groethe
officiating. Gabe Beckman, Josh Keeton, Maggie
Kruger, and Cailey Sime (Grant Van Peursem was
unable to attend and will have a private ceremony at
a later time) received instruction in Lutheran history
and doctrine, the Lord’s Prayer, Ten Commandments
and Apostles Creed under Brian and Janel Sandvig,
Linda Anderson and Pastor Kent. They also learned
the basics of the faith and what it means to live a
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Christian life. They spent time with their mentors,
Jaime Pekelder (Gabe), Sally Heinje (Cailey), Jackie
Olson (Maggie), Mary Kinder (Josh), and Brad
Olson (Grant) learning about faith and writing and
presenting a personal faith statement.
We pray that Jesus continues to renew and
increase in them the gift of the Holy Spirit —
strengthening their faith and witness, their growth
in grace, their patience in suffering and the blessed
hope of everlasting life. Amen.
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YOUTH NEWS

YOUTH
W

inter is here! That means that the holidays
are just around the corner. I do love this
time of year. Things will be a little different
this year because of COVID 19, but Jesus Christ still
came to earth as a baby in Bethlehem, and we have
so much to be thankful for.
I have decided because of COVID 19, we will not
be having the FALL FESTIVAL this year. Some
ideas to do for fall are: Go apple picking, make apple
pie, apple sauce, apple crisp, bob for apples, make
apple prints, have a bonfire, carve pumpkins, paint
pumpkins, make pumpkin bread or pie, collect food
for the food pantry, write a letter to someone in the
nursing home or someone you haven’t talked to in a
while, have a family game night or enjoy your family
this Thanksgiving!
We had our annual YOUTH KICK-OFF at the
home of Gene and Susan Vostad on Big Stone
Lake. Tamra and Jersey Peschong spoke to the
parents and kids and we had a wonderful time of
food and fellowship. We also started our SENIOR
HIGH YOUTH group which will be meeting every
Wednesday from 6-7:30 PM at the church.
Our CONFIRMATION class meets from 3:45-5

PM every Wednesday night. We begin with a snack
and then have a testimony from someone in our
church or the community, then we split the class for
instruction. This year we are focusing on “Hearing
God,” looking for ways that God speaks to us in our
everyday lives.
I have decided to wait until spring for our
RECHARGE WEEKENDS at Okoboji. Plans for
GLORIETA BIBLE CAMP in New Mexico this
summer are happening now. I have started the
registration process. This is open to all incoming 9th12th grade. The dates are July 9-15. Please confirm
that you want to go so I can get you registered. The
cost is $200 for members.
We are having a FAMILY/FUN DAY at Living
Word on Sunday, November 22 after church. We
will be having lunch together and watch a great
Christian movie. There will be games out on the
tables to play as well. Come and enjoy our church
family of believers.
KEEP PRAYING for the youth in our church
and community. Pray that Christ will meet them
where they are and that they will grow in their faith
as believers. Our youth are such a vital part of our
church community at Living Word. We love them all.
Grow in your faith! Impact the world for Christ!
Kay

Youth Kick-off
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

T

he women continue to meet in their circles and
quilting with social distancing and/or masks.
We pray that those who have contracted covid
are recovering and that the spread will slow down.
COMING EVENTS:
Nov 5 — Executive board meeting at 5:15 PM to
plan the December 1 meeting which will be our
Bible study for December and Christmas party. We
will finalize the plans for next year.
Nov 7 — Aspire Women’s Event in Watertown.
Tickets are available online. A group will not be
going due to concerns about the virus.
Nov 10 and 24 — Quilting
Nov 17 — Circles meet with November 11 Bible
study leader’s meeting
November 22 — Special order bake sale

MISSION PROJECT for November/December is
the MITTEN TREE.
DAWN CIRCLE WILL BE DISBANDING and
members will be joining other circles next year.
Please let us know which circle you want to join.
Faith meets at 9 AM, Mary/Martha meets at 10:30
AM and Love meets at 7 PM on the 3rd Tuesday of
the month. Anyone else wanting to change circles
please let us know by Nov. 5. Also let us know new
circle officers. We encourage any women that are
not part of a circle to please join us.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE ITEM THAT YOU LIKE
TO PURCHASE AT THE LWLW BAKE SALE?
You will have an opportunity to do that by ordering
on the form on the table in the fellowship hall. List the Please remember the shut-ins and recent high
item, your name and phone number on the form and school graduates.
hopefully someone will sign up to make it for you. The
Prayer is the most powerful action
lady who agrees to make it will contact you to finalize
against trials, the most effective medicine
plans about getting the item to you. There will be a
against sickness and the most valuable
can to put your payment in. There will be no change
gift to someone you care for.
made. For example if someone wants a pumpkin pie and
someone else is willing to make it, the transaction would
(From Saint Mother Teresa on Facebook)
be between them. Signup sheets will be out in November
and a suggested price list will be displayed.
LWLW Coordinator, Marcia Heinje
Any money earned from the bake sale and
donations will be given to the Beacon
Center the organization that serves this
area for battered women and children.
They were thrilled to receive 38 quilts that
the women have made this year. They are
put on beds before guests arrive and sent
home with them when they leave. We also
gave them 6 baby/youth quilts.
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PASTOR’S
LETTER

ImitationEphesians
of the
Real
Thing
4:17-5:2
“Be imitators of God...as dearly loved children.” (5:1)

I

t seems unnecessary to tell a child to imitate a
parent, but that’s exactly what Paul advises the
Ephesians to do. Children naturally imitate their
parents. This is both good news and bad news.
Parents can be fine role models in some respect,
but not in others. Good or bad, a child will imitate
many behaviors, habits and
values of his mom and dad.
Our children, at two and five
years of age, are especially
interested in mimicking words
or phrases that we use. They
are quick to imitate activities
such as a vacuum, talking
on the phone and cooking.
They also copy us in how we
respond to feelings or conflict.
Many behaviors they have
now and many more they will
acquire in the future will be
traceable to us, the parents.
There are some for which I will
feel guilty. Some will bring me
honor and joy. But I will never
have to say, “imitate me.”

Paul, on the other hand, thinks it necessary
to be deliberate about imitating God. It doesn’t
seem natural for us as God’s children to acquire
his behaviors and values. One reason may be
that we don’t live in our Father’s house – but in
a temporary dwelling during our sojourn in this
world. Consequently, we are
apt to see and follow the
world’s behaviors instead of
God’s. Another reason we
don’t naturally take on God’s
characteristics is because we
don’t spend enough time with
him to know what he is like. We
neglect reading his word. We
may not talk with him much.
On the other hand, if we will
take the time to get to know
him better, we will end up
gazing in wonder at the cross.
And if we will begin to imitate
him we will “live a life of love,
as Christ loved us and gave
himself for us.”

Father, show us how to walk in your footprints.
Open up your word to us so that we may learn to be like you.
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

LCMC OCTOBER 14, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING REPORT
MEMBERS PRESENT: Tim DeJong, Howard Heinje, Jerry Brown,
Vicki Strege, Janel Sandvig, Lance Bien, Pastor Kent, Orgene McCrea,
Terry Forster.
OPENING: Pastor Kent prayed for guidance to know and do His will
in making decisions that concern our church body. He reminded us that
Jesus is our rock especially during the COVID 19 pandemic and always.
AGENDA APPROVAL: Janel made a motion that was seconded by
Orgene to approve the agenda for the meeting.
SECRETARY REPORT: Jerry made a motion that was seconded by Tim
to approve the September 2020 council report.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Tim made a motion that was seconded by
Jerry to accept and approve treasurer’s report for September 2020. Our
congregation is in secure financial status which is due in part to the COVID
19 federal financial PPP Grant money that was given to us this past spring.
Living Word Lutheran Church September 2020 Budget Summary
– Dedicated account balance $71,591.17
– Building fund account balance $23,289.57
– General fund account balance $132,761.73
On 10/07/20 Janel Sandvig and Lisa Aker reconciled the general,
dedicated and building checking account bank statements (dated
09/30/20).
Month-end budget summary: For the month of September, we
received $26,735.73 ($5,257.90 more than monthly projected income).
We had $22,335.18 in expenses ($857.35 more than monthly projected
expenses). This created a $4,400.55 positive impact to the monthly budget.
Year-to-date budget summary: Year to date, we have received
$194,427.45 in income ($1,126.98 more than projected income to date).
We had $173,819.31 in expenses ($19,481.16 less than budgeted expenses
to date). Therefore, we are $20,608.14 ahead income vs. expenses to
date. ($1,126.98 ahead of meeting our projected annual budget needs.)
**$3,320.30 in deposits was the remainder of the PPP Grant.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor reports that he is continuing his work on
his book of God’s miracles in our church and community. He has 20-30
accounts of God’s miracles and is looking for more. If you have been
blessed or know someone with major life changes or outcomes that you
know are only possible because of God’s power, please contact Pastor
Kent and he will help you get this event recorded. This evidence of God’s
power that is working in lives today is an encouragement to those within
the church body as well to those who are not in the body of Christ so they
may also become a part of the fellowship of believers.
Pastor Kent is looking forward to the time when he can resume his
regular pastoral duties of visiting hospital patients and shut-ins. However,
he has noted that this year compared to last year that there has been a
significant drop in hospitalizations, major health problems and deaths in
our congregation. God is holding us in the palm of his hand.
Pastor Kent attended the National LCMC annual meeting that was held
only for one day this year in the Minneapolis area. Approximately 70-80
pastors attended and others were in attendance via technology. Normally
the meeting lasts for several days with hundreds of pastors in attendance.
After 10 years of leadership Mark Vander Tuig has stepped down from his
position as president of LCMC congregations and Michael Bradley was
named as the new president.
Pastor is well pleased with our means of reaching people with God’s
word via social distancing in person services in the sanctuary, parking lot
radio services, recorded radio broadcasts, and live Facebook streaming, as
well as the Facebook week daily devotionals.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: No report was given. All

elements appear to be in working order at this time.
WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM REPORT: Communion is going well and
being conducted in a COVID 19 safe manner with even the members at the
drive-in radio broadcast being communed during the service. Three teams are
set up, one in the sanctuary, the fellowship hall, and parking lot, to facilitate
communing. Communion cards will be provided with the bulletins and they
can be signed and returned to the table upon leaving the sanctuary. Pastor
will keep track of the drive through members who commune.
In order to serve those who are absent from the usual first Sunday of
the month communion or are uncomfortable with in person church a drive
through communion service is being set up on an early evening weekday
night to provide everyone with the opportunity to participate in the Lord’s
Supper. Check the weekly bulletins for specific details.
It was noted that a new mike and battery system for Pastor is being
considered as it would improve sound quality in of the service.
Communion helpers for November will be Lance and Sheila Bien, Steve
and Vicki Strege or Tim and Sue DeJong.
YOUTH AND EDUCATION REPORT: Even though COVID 19 is limiting
and affecting the opportunities for the youth, things are going well with
the 6-12 grade Sunday classes in the sanctuary and other Sunday school
classes. There was a good attendance at the youth education kick-off party
at Gene and Sue Vostad’s lake home with good fellowship, activities and
delicious food.
Kay wants to start a study on Wednesdays at 6:00 PM for the youth this
year as well as have a family movie night for kids and their parents. Kay
says there is a good number of teens interested in attending the Glorieta
Camp this coming summer if it is safe to do so.
Pastor says that Wednesday night confirmation is going well. The
format for the class opens with a speaker telling how God is working in
his life, there is a short movie on various topics and then the rest of the
time is spent on lessons.
OLD BUSINESS: Confirmation this year will be a private ceremony to
be held on October 25 at 1:00 PM for the confirmands and their families
due to COVID 19 circumstances. A basket will be provided for cards if
the congregation wishes to bring cards for them. Addresses will also be
provided if you wish to send the card.
NEW BUSINESS: A check arrived from the Barlund family with
expressed wishes that the money go to support marriage retreats, spiritual
growth or for a woman’s retreat.
The need for a safe to be purchased was discussed. There are various
documents that should be preserved in case of fire, as well as computer
back up info and money collected at services. Jerry is going to look into
the purchase of a safe that meets our needs.
A camera that has various presets and WiFi capabilities is being looked
into as it would greatly improve the audio and video of our Facebook
streaming.
Staff reviews will take place in the near future with the purpose of
promoting a good working environment in our church. Pastor, Lance and
Vicki conducting them.
The annual church meeting has been set for November 15. Before the
meeting our nominating committee consisting of Roger Christensen, Craig
Randleman, and Dave Wagner will secure three new council members
for the next 3 years to replace Jerry, Tim and Howard. Orgene McCrea
has resigned from the council and a new member will be nominated to
complete his term. We thank Orgene for his one year of service. It has been
a pleasure to have him serve on council.
The council reviewed the budget and made necessary adjustments
for the 2021 church year. This information will be presented to the
congregation at the annual meeting.
Pastor Jean Marc Djoulde is in need of financial help so that his son
can have surgery. He has asked for help with this matter. Pastor is looking
into this.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: The next council meeting will be held
Tuesday. November 10 at 7:00 PM.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Tim and seconded by Jerry to
adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted by Vicki Strege, Secretary
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Sunday

10:00 Worship

9:00 Sunday School

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
11:00 Annual Meeting

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship/noisy change
Silent Retreat - Marvin

All Saints Sunday
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship/Communion

Monday

Newsletter items due
9:00 Quilting

30

Ben Kasuske (b.)

Frank Brown (b.)

Bobby & Mary Kinder (w.)
Jay & Sally Maze (w.)

29

24

Charles & Marla Myklegard
(w.)
Arnold Rehn (b.)

Brad Leonard (b.)

23

16

15

22

17
Emma Christensen (b.)
David Hepper (b.)
Donald Weber (b.)

9

25

18

11

4

10:00 Searcher's bible study
3:45 Confirmation
6:00 Youth group

10:00 Searcher's bible study
3:45 Confirmation
6:00 Youth group

25

Mary Hepper (b.)
Jay Maze (b.)

18

Emily Dornbusch (b.)
Ed & Betty Kloster (w.)
David Wagner (b.)

11

Douglas Redepenning (b.)

26

19

12

5

Thanksgiving Day
Church Closed

Devon Balling (b.)

26

19

12

Thursday

27

20

13

6

Friday

27

Jacob Berger (b.)
Makayla McKinney (b.)

20

13

Roslyn Richardson (b.)

Church Closed

Silent Retreat - Marvin

Friday
6

5:15 LWLW Executive Board meet

Thursday
5

10:00 Searcher's bible study
3:45 Confirmation
5:15 Bible Study Leaders meet
6:00 Youth group

10:00 Searcher's bible study
3:45 Confirmation
6:00 Youth group

Wednesday

Wednesday
4

9:00 Faith Circle
10:30 Mary/Martha Circle
5:30 Drive through communion
7:00 Love Circle

Warren Beck (b.)
Ella Sandvig (b.)

10

Tuesday

9:00 Quilting
7:00 Council

Tuesday
3

24

17

10

3

8

Monday
2

30

23

16

9

2

Vicki Strege (b.)

Emma DeJong (b.)
Cailey Sime (b.)

Sunday
1

29

22

15

8

1

November 2020
5:00 Aspire Womens Event
in Watertown
Silent Retreat - Marvin

Saturday

Ardell Barck (b.)

28

Lane Lindquist (b.)

21

Robert & Susan Capp (w.)
Robert Capp (b.)
Steve Nelson (b.)
Brandon Peschong (b.)

14

Saturday
7

28

21

14

7

