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CONFIRMATION 2021

L

iving Word Lutheran Church confirmed its
tenth class of confirmands on Reformation
Sunday, October 31, 2021 with Pastor Kent
Groethe officiating. Isabella Anderson, Mya Heinje,
Katie Kruger, Mason Meister, Bergen Nolting, Elyse
Reede and Ella Sandvig received instruction in
Lutheran history and doctrine, the Lord’s Prayer, Ten
Commandments and Apostles Creed under Brian
and Janel Sandvig, Linda Anderson and Pastor Kent
and Kay. They also learned the basics of the faith and
what it means to live a Christian life. They spent time
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with their mentors, Nanci Van Peursem (Isabella),
Linda Anderson (Mya), Carol Forster (Katie), Sue
DeJong (Mason), David Kruger (Bergen), Sandy
Hansen (Elyse), Sheila Bien (Ella) learning about
faith and writing and presenting a personal
faith statement.
We pray that Jesus continues to renew and
increase in them the gift of the Holy Spirit –
strengthening their faith and witness, their
growth in grace, their patience in suffering
and the blessed hope of everlasting life. Amen.
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St. Lucia Breakfast

L

iving Word Church Women
are again planning a St. Lucia
breakfast. It will be held on
Saturday, December 11 starting at 9:30
AM. All women are invited to join us
for traditional Swedish food, fellowship
and a program of inspirational readings
and music.
Because of limited seating,
reservations are required. There is no
charge for attending the event but you must sign

P

the reservation sheet in the fellowship
hall or phone the church office at 605438-9672 for reservations. (We will not
be using tickets this year.)
Workers are needed to help in the
kitchen the morning of the breakfast
and to assist with the cleanup. If you
are willing and able to assist with
food preparation and serving or with
decorating prior to the event, please
sign up on the sheet in the fellowship hall.

Worship Music Survey

astor Kent, the worship and evangelism board,
and the worship committee wish to thank the
congregation for participating in the music
worship survey this past month. It has been very
helpful to us in the planning of music for services.
Efforts will be made to include as many suggestions
as we can in our services. We’ll also continue to learn
new songs that serve to enhance the message of the
sermon and gospel as we grow in faith and serve the
our Lord and Savior. In general one could say that
the congregation feels that our worship services are
meeting their needs for worship.
Here is a summary of the responses to the questions.
1. Do you enjoy congregational singing? Most
people said that they enjoyed singing. Some people
especially enjoyed the old hymns.
2. Do you enjoy learning new songs? There were a
variety of responses. Some enjoyed learning new songs,
some just the easy ones, a few were not comfortable
learning new songs.
3. Are song leaders helpful to you as you sing?
Most people said they were helpful, a few thought only
for new songs, others thought that the song leaders

interfered with the Facebook and radio broadcasts as
only the leaders were heard and not the congregation.
4. Please list 5 of your favorite hymns or
contemporary songs. In general there was a mixture
of traditional well known hymns, gospel hymns and
contemporary worship songs. 10,000 Reasons and How
Great Thou Art were at the top of the list.
5. Do you have any suggestions for the improvement
of our worship service? Most people seemed satisfied
with the service as it is. Comments are as follows: Liked
sermon activities, lack of space has made the nursery
unavailable to mothers and babies, announcements
should be at the end of the service so as not to distract from
worship, bring back the choir, continue on Facebook, bring
back the organ, preach on current events and our response
to them, encourage masks and others say no masks, bring
back the offertory, sing the Lord’s Prayer, have special
music, watch the tempo of the music.
6. Would you be interested in a weekly Tuesday
night contemporary service with a different
sermon series than Sunday mornings?
Most people said no to a Tuesday evening service.
Some thought a summer service might be helpful.
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YOUTH NEWS

YOUTH

F

all has flown by quickly and now winter is fast
approaching. That means that the holidays are
just around the corner. I do love this time of
year. To help make the Thanksgiving season even
more enjoyable, spend time being thankful for your
many blessings. “Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the
Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” Psalm
106:1
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP has been going
well. We have been alternating having it at Living
Word and Valley Baptist Church. There have been
as many as 20 students in attendance and we have

been having a blast. We continue to keep all our
kids in our prayers, that they will open up their
hearts to know Jesus more and more.
There are RECHARGE WEEKENDS available at
Okoboji Bible Camp.
Oct. 22-24: 4th-5th grade weekend
Nov. 5-7: 7th-8th grade weekend
Nov. 19-21: 9-12th grade weekend
Please consider attending. Let me know if you are
interested.
Kent and I look forward to meeting with each of
the youth one on one throughout the school year.
We are praying for all of you. May God enrich each
of you and stir in you a living faith. We love you all.
Grow in faith! Impact the world! Kay

Pictures from SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

T

hank you to everyone that helped with the
FAMILY NIGHT and also those that attended.
It was a fun night of fellowship, games, food
and a movie. We encourage each of you to make an
attempt to attend when these are planned.
Congratulations to the seven youth that will be
CONFIRMED on Oct. 31. The Women of the Church
purchase corsages and a small gift for each of them.
We pray they continue to grow in faith.
The EXECUTIVE BOARD will be meeting on
Wednesday, Nov. 3 at 5 PM to make plans for the rest
of the year. We will plan for the meeting on Dec. 14
at 2PM when we will have election and installation of
officers, and pastor will lead Bible study. There is no
regular circle meeting in December. The nominating
committee has the following slate of officers to
submit: Coordinator, Susan Vostad; Vice-coordinator
Sue DeJong; Secretary Linda Anderson; Treasurer
Annette Redepenning; Mission Action: Gloria Cooley;
Mission Growth Karen McCrea; Mission Community
Janeen Ingber. The nominating committee for
next year includes Janeen Ingber, Janice Letze and
Annette Redepenning.

We will also be making plans for the ST. LUCIA
BRUNCH to be held on Saturday, Dec. 11. This is an
occasion where we share traditional Swedish food,
and hear the legend of St. Lucia, a Swedish maiden
who distributed clothing and food to the poor.
Please mark your calendar and join the ladies of our
church and some guests for this morning of food
and fellowship.
The MISSION PROJECT for November and
December will be the MITTEN TREE. There seems to
be a need for warm waterproof gloves and mittens
for all ages including adults. They would also like
heavy work gloves for men as well as the warm
gloves. We also collect scarves, caps and some socks.
We will soon be making plans for next year so
please let us know if you want to change circles
or if you have any ideas for next year. We always
welcome new members and encourage all the
women of the church to be active in the projects and
activities that the women coordinate.

When you feel overwhelmed,

you’re spending too much time with the world
and not enough time with God.

“And he will be their peace”
Micah5:5
Jesus is our peace.

Marcia Heinje, LWLW Coordinator
Family game night
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PASTOR’S
LETTER

OUR FATHER WHO
ART INJohnHEAVEN...
20:1-18

“I am returning to my Father and your Father....” (v. 17)

T

he Gospel of John refers to God as “Father”
over 110 times, three times more than the
other Gospels combined. This image must
have been particularly
important to John. God
isn’t said to be the Father
of sinners. In John,
most uses of the Father
refer to the relationship
between God and Jesus.
We hear Jesus say many
times “My Father.” Never
does he say that God
is “your Father.” Never,
that is, except at the
end of the Gospel. In
the garden, after the
resurrection, Christ
appears to Mary. Here he
calls God “my Father and
your Father.”
Something new had
happened. Something
was different. Christ had died for the world. Now the
whole world was invited to be members of God’s

family. The Father whom Jesus spoke about in an
exclusive sense during his ministry now becomes
the Father of all who believe.
Jesus’ death and
resurrection creates a
new family. It makes
people sons and
daughters of the living
God. The God who was
fearful and threatening
to sinners is now a
Father who forgives and
embraces those who
call on him. The God
who seemed so distant
is now so close. At
times I have a hard time
understanding exactly
what happened on the
cross. I wonder why God
had to do it this way. I
am not sure why blood
needed to be shed.
But of one thing I am sure; because Jesus went to
Golgatha, I can go to God and cry “Abba, Father.”

Thank you, Lord, that because of Christ, I can call you Father.
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COUNCIL
MINUTES
LWLC COUNCIL MEETING October 13, 2021
MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Hansen, Marty Buttke,
Dale Prisinger, Terry Forster, Vicki Strege, Janel
Sandvig, Lance Bien, Rhonda Beckman, Pastor Kent.
OPENING: President Lance Bien called the meeting
to order and Pastor Kent opened with prayer
that we would have knowledge that we are rich
people because we have His Word and that we are
His people. Pastor asked for God’s wisdom as we
conduct the business agenda of our church.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND SECRETARY’S
REPORT: Janel made a motion that was seconded
by Marty to accept the agenda and the financial
report from the September council meeting.
Motion carried.
FINANCIAL REPORT: A motion was made by Richard
and seconded by Dale to accept the financial report.
Motion carried. Our church is in a strong financial
position.
Month of September

Beginning Balance
(8/31/21)

Monthly Income
plus Interest

General Fund

$

133,004.66

$

17,773.86

$

Dedicated Accounts

$

46,488.04

$

5,486.69

$

1,693.02

Building Fund

$

44,587.62

$

275.00

$

$
6,448.52 (6,173.52)

Thrivent Financial

$

29,737.94

$

99.36

$

Monthly Expenses

$
21,862.47 (4,088.61)

-

Ending Balance
(9/30/21)

Net Gain or Loss

$

$

3,793.67

99.36

$

128,916.05

$

50,281.71

$

38,414.10

$

29,837.30

(updated quarterly)
TOTAL CASH BALANCE

$
247,449.16

PASTOR’S REPORT: In the beginning of November
Pastor will start the small group sessions of around
15 members attending each group to discuss
growing in faith, spiritual life, individual strengths
and weaknesses, ideas of what individual people
see God doing in their lives and our church, and the
building project to determine the areas where more
space is needed. This will be a great opportunity to

find out what the congregation of LWLC is thinking.
Pastor will be taking some time off during the first
week of November for a writing trip. Pastor reports
that the Connections Magazine that he and Pastor
Bill Moberly edit is doing well. Pastor encourages
members to pick up a copy. It is a great tool for
growing in faith.
The book of how God is working in our lives that
Pastor is working on has only five stories left to
be completed and many stories are already at the
publishers. Thanks to the generosity of the Barlund
Memorial Fund the book should be completed in the
very near future.
Confirmation will be held on October 31 with 7
youth being confirmed.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: The insurance
adjuster returned for the second time to evaluate
the northeast corner of the building that has
been bulging for some time. He reported that the
plywood needs to be screwed down. He estimated
that there is about $2,000 worth of damage and
$1,000 deductible. Scott Leininger will do the repairs
in the spring. There is no danger of the roof leaking
over the winter.
It was determined that the basketball hoop should
be relocated from the original location that was
planned as to prevent damage during snow removal.
WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM REPORT: A report
was given concerning the worship survey. The
survey indicated that 23 members responded to
the survey and that they were well satisfied with
our worship format. Favorite hymns are “10,000
Reasons” and “How Great Thou Art”. A thank you
goes out to all of you who participated as the input
is very helpful in worship planning.
Choir is getting started again after being
stopped due to Covid 19. They will be practicing
on Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM, every other week
for an hour and a half rehearsal. Choir is always
looking for new members to help sing praises to
our heavenly Father. An adjustable piano bench
will be purchased with memorial funds given to the
church. Christmas Eve services will be held at 5 PM
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LWLC FAMILY

COUNCIL MINUTES CONTINUED
on December 24. Since there is just one service we
hope to have a screen put up in the fellowship hall
to facilitate worship for this service and other large
group gatherings.
Communion workers for November 7 are: Terry
Forster, Dale Prisinger and Deb Buttke.
YOUTH AND EDUCATION REPORT: The youth
group continues to meet on Wednesdays with the
youth from Valley Baptist and Countryside Covenant
Church. Kay is planning and coordinating the details
for confirmation this month.
IMPACT THE WORLD: The Impact the World Mission
team will be replaced with two different mission
boards. One board will focus on sharing the faith
by spreading the Word of God and the other team
will focus on supporting special needs groups and
countries through financial help which will serve to
show the love of God by giving help to provide for
basic physical needs such as food and clean water. It
was reported that the foster care group is doing well
and becoming financially independent.

Congratulations
and God’s
blessings to Zoe
Lewno who was
baptized on
October 17, 2021.
Parents are Adam
and Jessica Lewno.
Sponsors are Scott
Lewno, Lisa Buttke,
Brandon & Erick
Bohle and Ashley
VanMaanen.

should advertise in the local papers as well as in
LCMC publications for a full time or a part time youth
worker. The person needs to have a variety of gifts so
help can be given in the areas of technology, music,
shut-in visits and other needs that arise.
NEW BUSINESS: The annual meeting will be held
after the worship service on Sunday, November 14,
2021. Please attend as your input is very valuable to
our church.
It came to the attention of the council that
Thrivent Board meetings have been discontinued.
Someone will look into the matter and report back
the findings concerning this issue.
After going over all the accounts in our budget a
motion was made by Janel and seconded by Marty
to accept the annual budget for 2022 of $264,066.
Motion carried.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: The next council meeting
will be held on November 10, 2021 at 7:00 PM.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Marty and
seconded by Dale to adjourn the meeting. Motion
carried. The meeting was closed with the Lord’s
Prayer. The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted by, Vicki Strege

OLD BUSINESS: It was determined that our church
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10:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship

9:00 Sunday School

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
9:00 December Servant Team meets
10:00 Worship

10:00 Worship/noisy change
11:00 Annual Meeting

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship

All Saints Sunday
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship/Communion

Monday

Blood Drive

Tuesday

9:00 Quilting

9:00 Faith Circle
10:30 Mary/Martha Circle
7:00 Love Circle

9:00 Quilting

10:00 Searcher's bible study

10:00 Searcher's bible study
3:30 Confirmation
6:30 Youth group@ LW

Emma Christensen (b.)
David Hepper (b.)
Donald Weber (b.)

21

Ben Kasuske (b.)

30

28

29

Bobby & Mary Kinder (w.)
Jay & Sally Maze (w.)

Arnold Rehn (b.)

Ardell Barck (b.)

24

23

Gary Hyde (b.)
Lane Lindquist (b.)

22

17

Brad Leonard (b.)

10

25

18

11

4

Thursday

Church and office closed

Thanksgiving Day

9:00 Community Coffee

Veterans Day
Church and office closed

9:00 Community Coffee

25

Mary Hepper (b.)
Jay Maze (b.)

18

Emily Dornbusch (b.)
Ed & Betty Kloster (w.)
David Wagner (b.)

11

Doug Redepenning (b.)

Thursday
4

10:00 Searcher's bible study
3:30 Confirmation
6:30 Youth group @ Valley Baptist
7:00 Council

6:30 Youth group @ LW

10:00 Searcher's bible study
3:30 Confirmation
5:00 LWLW Exec board meets

Wednesday

Wednesday
3

24

17

10

3

16

15

9
Warren Beck (b.)
Ella Sandvig (b.)

8

Tuesday
2

30

23

16

9

2

Vicki Strege (b.)

Emma DeJong (b.)
Cailey Sime (b.)

Monday
1

29

22

15

8

1

Robert & Susan Capp (w.)
Robert Capp (b.)
Steve Nelson (b.)
Brandon Peschong (b.)

14

7

Sunday

28

21

14

7

Sunday

November 2021

Church and office closed

Newsletter items due

Friday

Devon Balling (b.)

26

19

12

Friday
5

26

19

12

5

Saturday

27

Jacob Berger (b.)
Makayla McKinney (b.)

20

13

Roslyn Richardson (b.)

Saturday
6

27

20

13

6

