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OCTObER 2017 NEWSLETTER

Rally Sunday

What a tremendous start to the Sunday school year
with Rally Sunday. We had a blast kicking oﬀ the year
with music, the pants game, face painting, the limbo for doughnuts, book walk, parachute, ice cream treats
and popsicles and many more games for the kids to enjoy. Thank you to all the junior high and high
schoolers as well as adults that helped with games and activities. Continue to pray that the youth of our
church and the community will come to know Jesus in a deeper way and understand even more throughout
the year His great love for them.
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WORSHIP
S E R M O N

COMMUNITY
S E R I E S :

Christian Atheists
(from Craig Groeschel’s book, Zonderzan)

October 1: When you believe in God but aren’t sure
he loves you. (chapter 3)
October 8: When You believe in God but Not in
Prayer. (chapter 4)
October 15: When You believe in God but Do Not
Think He is Fair. (chapter 5)
October 22: When You believe in God but Still Worry
All the Time. (chapter 8)
October 29: When You believe in God but Don’t
Really Know Him. (chapter 1)
November 5: When You believe in God but Pursue
Happiness at All Costs. (chapter 9)
November 12: When You believe in God but Do Not
Share Your Faith. (chapter 11)
November 19: When You believe in God but Not in
His Church. (chapter 12)
“They claim to know God,
but by their actions they deny him.
They are detestable, disobedient
and unfit for doing anything good.”
TITUS 1:16
“Christian Atheists” books available on the table in
fellowship hall. Cost of the book is $12.

Diabetes Support Group

D

iabetes support group will meet on October 15
at 6:30 PM. We will have 2 pharmacy students
as guest speakers and some of the subjects they
will try to cover in our meeting will be:
• The diﬀerent types of insulin available
• How insulin is made
• What pharmacies are doing
about the rising cost of insulin
• Suggestions for storing insulin (safe/best practices)
• Where to dispose of full sharps containers
• Discount programs that people may not be
aware of….…..Please consider joining us.

Operation
Christmas Child

T

he Sunday school kids are challenging the
congregation to see who can put together the
most shoe boxes. We ask that you wrap and fill
your shoe boxes at home and bring them to the
church. The Sunday school kids will be filling their
shoe boxes during Sunday school. If you have extra
shoe boxes that you are unable to fill and are willing
to share please wrap and bring to the church. If you
need wrapping paper to wrap your shoe boxes or for
any questions contact Susan Sime at 432-7969.
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YOUTH

youth news
T

he junior and senior high youth and families were
invited out to Dave and Linda Wagner’s beautiful
home on big Stone Lake the afternoon of Rally
Sunday. It was a wonderful time had by everyone. The
kids enjoyed playing lawn games, football, barbecues
and Gretta’s amazing bars. Kelsey buttke shared her
faith story with us and did an amazing job relating to
the kids. Thank you again to the Wagners for opening
up their home to enjoy a beautiful afternoon.
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

O

n October 29 four young people will be
confirmed at Living Word. We welcome as
adult members of our church, JESSICA VAN
PEURSEM, TREVOR NOLTING, AIDEN BOERGER
AND MATTHEW CHRISTENSEN. May God bless
each one of them and keep them in his care.

We have received many good comments about our
program at the SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING.
Carolyn Hansen spoke of her experiences with
Mercy Ships and showed slides of before and
after photos of some of the people who were
helped by surgeries on the ship. Some had
horrible tumors and deformed limbs.
These people were from some of the
poorest countries in the world and
would have no other options for
medical care.
Doctors and nurses
volunteer their time and
many companies donate
supplies and equipment.
Living Word Women have
supported this organization with
donations. It is costly to operate a ship
but it is a great place to have a
hospital with clean water and sterile
conditions that would not be
otherwise available, plus they
can move from place to place.
Living Word Women have NEW
OFFICERS FOR 2018. They will be
Shirley Zahn, coordinator; Roslyn Reich,
vice coordinator; Pam Nelson,
secretary; Annette Redepenning,
treasurer; mission action chairpersons,
Gloria Cooley and Karen Kiefer; mission
growth chairperson, Karen McCrea and mission
community chairperson, Carol Grimley. Nominating
committee for 2018 will be Sue Capp, Carol Weber
and Susan Vostad.

In October the circles will begin a NEW BIBLE
STUDY entitled, “Revelation, Trusting the Architect
of the Future” by Pastor Kent Groethe. This would
be a good time for any women
who are interested in joining
a circle to do so. Circles will
meet at the church on
Tuesday, October 17 with
one circle meeting at 7:30
AM, two at 9:30 AM
and one at 7:30 PM. We
welcome visitors and
new members.
Dawn circle will furnish
COOKIES for the nursing
home in October. The
MISSION PROJECT for
October is the collection of
food items for the Grant
County Food Pantry.
EXECUTIVE BOARD meets
at 2:00 PM on Thursday,
October 12 to plan for the
November 19 bake sale and
the St. Lucia breakfast
scheduled for Saturday,
December 9.
Joanne Schmig
LWLW Coordinator
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PASTOR’S
LETTER

SEEING IS BELIEVING
John 20:8-10

“He saw and believed.” (v. 8)

N

ot only are the words for Peter “seeing” the
linen cloth in the tomb (v. 7) and the other
disciple “seeing” it in verse 5 diﬀerent, the
word used to describe the second disciple entering
the tomb and “seeing and believing” is yet another
verb for see. Three diﬀerent words are used in
verses five through eight, all
meaning “to see.” The words that
describe this disciple seeing the
linen in the tomb and (v.5) then
entering and “seeing and
believing” are diﬀerent for obvious
reasons. They explain diﬀerent
realities. When John saw only the
linen, his perception was limited by
what objects visually appeared in his
brain. but when he “saw and believed,” his
imagination lifted empirical limits and his
vision was no longer bound to what the eye could
comprehend. The disciple saw something that was
imperceptible to the human eye. He saw the truth
that Christ was alive. Flesh and blood did not reveal
that truth to him. God’s Spirit did. He did not come

to his faith through his own mental abilities.
This faith came from above.
Seeing is believing and this clear vision comes
from God when He heals the blindness of
unredeemed humans. The disciple did not
merely remember Jesus’ prophecies
concerning the resurrection. In fact,
we read that the two “did not yet
understand the scriptures”
concerning Jesus rising. It was the
power of the same God who raised
Christ that opened this disciple’s
eyes, and it is God who does the
same for us. In our search for Jesus,
we may look for His presence in
objects or situations. We seek to
discover what Jesus has clothed Himself in.
We usually end up seeing merely linen cloths.
Faith that He is present will come not
because of our pursuit for it, but only because it is
given as a gift. Praise God whose Spirit has opened
our eyes to the living Christ, regardless of how it
may appear to our senses.

Thank you, Lord, for helping me see you as the resurrected Savior
who died to save me. You are the One who opened my heart to
know this great truth. Thank you! In your name we pray. Amen.
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

Living Word Lutheran Church Council Minutes,
September 13, 2017
Members Present: Pastor Groethe, Dave Hepper,
Howard Heinje, Mary Kinder, brad Olson, Roger
Christensen, brad Leonard and Roslyn Reich. Pastor
Kent Groethe opened the meeting with prayer.
Meeting called to order. Meeting’s agenda approved.
Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports: Motions made
by brad Olson and brad Leonard and seconded by
Mary Kinder and Roger Christensen to approve both
reports. Approved.
Pastor’s Observations: Pastor Groethe reviewed the
7 Key Traits of a Healthy Church survey that the
council completed last month. A strength identified
in our church was “inspiring worship” and a
weakness identified was “youth inspiration” for
personal faith in Christ.
Pastor Groethe will be attending the LCMC
Convention in Minneapolis, October 8-11. If there is
anyone in our congregation who would like to
attend please let Pastor Groethe know.
A recommendation was made by Pastor to
reimburse the sound person $50 for assistance
during funerals and weddings.
There were about 20 youth and adults who
attended the activities at Dave and Linda Wagner’s
home. There were 5 senior high youth in attendance
at the senior high youth group held Tuesday
evenings. 10 youth are attending confirmation

classes. Pastor Groethe continues doing visitations
for members as well as visits for the shut-ins. Pastor
Groethe asks that we are supportive of all the
churches in our community and oﬀer prayers for
churches that may be struggling. He also
recommends informational packets for new
members and interested visitors.
Property Management Report: brad Olson gave
an update on the audio/visual upgrade for the
sanctuary. All the equipment has arrived except
for the t.v. screen. Extension of communion rail
step/landing has been assessed. The insurance
adjuster has inspected the church roof for damage
resulting from the hail storm. Repairs to be
completed. Will work with a contractor as to when
this will be completed. The automatic door openers
for front doors should be installed shortly. Council
has been assured that the curb and gutter project
will be completed sometime yet this fall.
Worship & Evangelism Report: Council sign-up for
serving communion during church services updated.
Youth & Education: bibles for 3rd graders and
confirmation youth have been ordered. Sunday
School teachers and substitutes have all been
lined up.
OLD BUSINESS
Great turn out during Rally Sunday. Thank you to
all who made it so successful.
NEW BUSINESS
No new business at this time.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Roslyn Reich
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