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OCTOBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

RALLY
SUNDAY
Rally Sunday was on September
12. It was a great day to celebrate
the start of Sunday school as
well as celebrating the 10th
anniversary of Living Word
Lutheran Church. We had a meal
after church as well as games and
activities for the kids outside.
It was a fun day had by all.
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LWLC

We Thank God for Years of Faithfulness

O

n Sunday, September 12 LWLC celebrated
their 10 and 11 years as a church body. The
remembrance celebration was postponed
last year due to COVID 19 restrictions. Highlights of
the celebration included a video from Ardell Nelson
recalling how the first service came to be and of how
God led His people to make decisions prompted by
his guidance and love. He also recalled how God
provided for every need during the construction
process. Pastors Craig and Janine Werling also
spoke to us via a video recalling the stepping out
in faith that was taken to go forward in forming the
church. The celebration concluded with a mid-day
meal served by the council and servant team. If you
missed these videos or wish to see them again they
are on our Facebook page.

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
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PO Box 301, Milbank, South Dakota 57252 • 605.438.9672 • livingword@itcmilbank.com • livingwordmilbank.com

LWLC

FAMILY NIGHT

OCTOBER 3, 4:30 PM
GAMES
SPAGHETTI SUPPER AT 6 PM,
THE MOVIE “MIRACLES FROM HEAVEN” TO FOLLOW

JOIN US FOR ALL OR
PART OF THE EVENING

Pictures from SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP
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YOUTH NEWS

YOUTH

I

t is beginning to feel like fall with the cooler
weather and the fall schedule underway. We had
a wonderful YOUTH KICK OFF EVENT at LaBolt
Dam on September 19. Thank you to Paula Heinje,
David Kruger and Brian Sandvig for speaking at our
event and to Linda and Dave Wagner and Gretta
Yaeger for the great food and dessert you provided.

Please think about attending an upcoming
Recharge weekend at OKOBOJI BIBLE CAMP. The
dates are as follows:
— Oct. 22-24: 4th-5th grade weekend
— Nov.5-7: 7th-8th grade weekend
— Nov. 19-21: 9-12th grade weekend
Kent and I look forward to meeting with each
of the youth one on one throughout the school
year. We are praying for all of you. Let’s make this a
fantastic year to grow in our faith, and impact the
world for Christ!
With love, Kay

Pictures from SR. HIGH KICK OFF EVENT
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

W

hat a colorful time of year this can be as
God turns the green color into autumn
shades of orange and brown. We need to
take time to stop and appreciate our surroundings.
Six women of our church attended the Women of
the Word Augustana District Meeting in Dawson,
MN on Sept 18. The meeting is held once a year so
that the women of the church can share with each
other and worship together. An update was given
on the LCMC. The LCMC has 780 churches in the
US and only ½ of them belong to districts. The
theme of the Augustana District is theology, church
and mission. Forty percent of the money received
by the Augustana District is used for mission
with the primary mission being work in India and
Ethiopia. Worship service with communion was held.
Bonnie Wosberg, an educator, spoke to us in the
morning session. We were reminded of 3 focuses:
1. Be peacemakers instead of peace keepers; 2. Be
completely His, and step forward and stand for God
even if you feel you are standing alone; 3. Pray don’t
give advice . Following a delicious lunch, a message
was brought to us from Pastor Julie Smith who was
co-founder of St Paul’s Lutheran Seminary. We are
women of the Word sent into the world and we
need to focus on the Word and not become of the
world. “They are not of the world, even as I am not of
it.” John 17:16. We were reminded to be of the world
was not a compliment as the world is full of sin,
busyness, and striving to be wealthy and achieve
other temporary things. “What good will it be for
a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits
his soul? …” Matthew 16:26. By being of the Word
we are shaped by the promises of Christ and filled
with His salvation and all He has given us. We don’t
belong to the world but we are in the world. The
Word is Jesus and his promises and it has been given
to you and you have a gift to share. Find someone
God has placed in your path to be a light to. We
need to engage in the dark places or they will
remain dark if the light doesn’t come to them.
“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot

be hidden.” Matthew 5:14. Can you distinguish the
lives of those who live in the Word from those
who are not in the Word? The future of the church
depends on those of the world being able to
distinguish the lives of those in the Word…The
offering for the day was given to Grace Christian
Outreach Ministries. It is a ministry based out of
Madison, MN that works with bringing Christianity
to people of Mexico. A special offering of hygiene
items was given for the Women’s Prison in Mexico.
Next year the annual meeting will be Sept. 17 in
Comfrey, MN the home of the new coordinator,
Jan Evers. I accepted the office of secretary and look
forward to being involved in this executive board so
that our women can learn more about missions and
activities of other churches in the Augustana District
of LCMC.
MISSION PROJECT for October is nonfood items
or cash for the Grant County Food Pantry. No bar
soap.
The Family Night will be held on Oct. 3 with
games starting at 4:30 PM. We will have a spaghetti
supper and then watch the movie, Miracles From
Heaven. It should be a fun night so hope you will all
make plans to attend.
DATES TO REMEMBER:
— Family Night – Oct 3
— Quilting – Oct 12 and 26
— Circle – Oct 18
— Executive Board Meeting –November 3
Marcia Heinje, LWLW Chairman

PO Box 301, Milbank, South Dakota 57252 • 605.438.9672 • livingword@itcmilbank.com • livingwordmilbank.com

PASTOR’S
LETTER

THEEphesians
PROMISE
1:3-14

“Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal,
the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing
the inheritance until the redemption of those
who are God’s possession....” (v. 13-14)

T

he Holy Spirit as a deposit is similar to the
function of an engagement ring. My wife and
I are traditional when it comes to male-female
relationships.
Consequently, she would not initiate a request for
marriage and waited passively for me to propose.
After college, she went to teach in Montana
while I stayed in Minnesota to work for a
year before attending seminary. During our
separation I quickly realized I did not want
to live without her. Before that conclusion,
our relationship was up in the air. It had no
direction or sure hope of continuance. My
proposal and accompanying engagement ring
during a visit to Montana was a complete surprise
to her. She was not sure of the depth of my love and
commitment to her until my visit.
I could not stay long, but when I departed, I left a
part of myself behind, literally. For the next year, that

engagement ring was a part of my labors and my
payments. It was also a symbol of my commitment.
Even though we still lived far away from each other,
something was different. She carried a promise on
her finger. It was a promise that I would be back for
her, that I would one day be permanently joined
with her. The ring was a “deposit” guaranteeing
my faithfulness to a vow until we were wed.
Jesus came and proposed to us. He courted
humanity. He made clear his love and
commitment at the cross. Then he left an
engagement ring. That ring is his Spirit. Though
at times he may seem distant, we remember
his promise to return for us each time we see his
Spirit in the church and in ourselves. He has left his
Spirit, “a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until
our redemption.” The Spirit is his presence among us
until we see him face-to-face. Until then, we trust ad
know that he will be back.

How we look forward to our loved one’s return!
Thank you for your Spirit, Lord. It is our source of inspiration,
comfort and courage until you return to claim us.
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various sessions led by Pastor and council members.
During these sessions the following topics will be
discussed: growing in faith and spiritual life, individual
strengths and weaknesses, ideas of what individuals
see that God is doing, and the building project
determining the areas where more space is needed.
LWLC COUNCIL MEETING September 15, 2021
Staffing possibilities were discussed. There is
a need for more help in visitations, youth, and
MEMBERS PRESENT: Marty Buttke, Dale Prisinger, conducting services. It was suggested that a half to
Janel Sandvig, Lance Bien, Vicki Strege, Terry Forster three quarters position would fill the needs of our
and Pastor Kent
congregation. This person could be someone local
OPENING: President Lance called the meeting to
or a seminary student or it could be an internship
order and Pastor Kent opened with prayer thanking
with a salary in line with their education and
God for his kindness and love in always thinking of
abilities. Pastor is contacting various agencies and
us and caring for us. He asked God to guide us to
institutions, and visiting with local people as he
make decisions that were in accordance with His will explores the possibilities.
for our church.
Pastor stated that our 10th and 11th anniversary
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND SECRETARY’S
celebration was well received and served to
REPORT: A motion was made by Janel and seconded commemorate the history of our church. Videos from
by Terry to accept and approve the agenda for the
Ardell Nelson and from Pastors Craig and Janine
meeting and the August 10, 2021 secretary’s report.
Werling were shown to open the celebration and it
Motion carried.
concluded with a midday meal served by the council
FINANCIAL REPORT: Our church is in a very
and servant team. If you missed these videos or wish
good financial place due to the generosity and
to see them again they are on our Facebook page.
faith of our members. A motion was made by Marty
Pastor Kent is still working on the God in action
and seconded by Dale to accept and approve the
stories for our church. There have been some
financial report. The motion carried.
setbacks but progress is being made. Money from
the Barlund fund is being used in funding the project
Month of August
and there is still money available from that fund that
$
127,207.37 $
23,734.40 $
17,937.11 $
5,797.29 $
133,004.66
can be used for other projects such as conferences
$
for women or youth as well as other projects that
$
47,416.02 $
1,770.27 $
2,698.25 (927.98)
$
46,488.04
make God known to the world. If you have an
$
$
44,712.62 $
240.00 $
365.00 (125.00)
$
44,587.62
idea for a project you would like to see our church
involved with, please contact Pastor.
$
29,737.94 $
$
$
$
29,737.94
(insert financial info here)
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: The roof
was checked for damage from the August 28 storm.
PASTOR’S REPORT: On September 26 Pastor
It was found to be in good condition and was not in
Kent was happy to report that 11 new members
the need of repair. However, there is a small section
will join our church on September 26. A reception
on the roof that is in need of repair and has been
for them will be held on that day during the coffee
there for awhile and it will be repaired soon.
hour to welcome them. Please extend your personal The church sign replacement is underway and will
welcome to them when you see them that day.
be completed in the near future. The bushes will
One current member will be leaving our church and be trimmed after the frost. The parking lot will be
returning her former home church.
resurfaced and marking lines will be painted this fall.
Starting in October the process of developing a
The Boy Scout fire pit project is still underway. There
vision for the future of our church will begin with
is no definite date for completion yet.

COUNCIL
MINUTES

Beginning Balance
(7/31/21)

Monthly Income
plus Interest

Monthly Expenses

Net Gain or Loss

Ending Balance
(8/31/21)

General Fund

Dedicated Accounts

Building Fund

Thrivent Financial

(updated quarterly)

TOTAL CASH BALANCE

$
249,076.32

$
253,818.26
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COUNCIL MINUTES CONTINUED
WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM REPORT: A
worship survey was given to the congregation on
September 12. It also will be available on September
19 as well as on-line. The purpose of the survey is to
determine how things are going and also see what
the most popular hymns and songs are. Please take
a few minutes to fill out and return the survey as this
will influence worship planning. A summary will be
developed with the results of the survey and printed
in the newsletter and the bulletin. Communion
helpers for October 3 are Lance, Marty and Deb.
YOUTH AND EDUCATION REPORT: As Kay
continues working with the youth group she is
planning monthly events for families. They are
as follows: In October there will be a dinner and
movie night at the church for families and all
church members who wish to attend. In November
an Orphan Grain Train event is being planned for
the youth to pack meals for those in need in other
countries. In December that is a Christmas
caroling event.
There are 10 kids in confirmation. On Wednesdays
Pastor is teaching basic Christian beliefs and
Kay is teaching about the Bible. There is little
memorization, however instead, they are reading
the Bible from John through Jude or reading the
Story Bible.
Last week was Rally Sunday so the Sunday school
program is off to a good starts with teachers in all
the needed areas. This week there will be a youth
group kick off for the coming and next week there
will be a gathering at the LaBolt Dam as well.
IMPACT THE WORLD: No report was given.
OLD BUSINESS: Additional staffing was discussed
above in the pastor’s report. There was no other old
business.
NEW BUSINESS: Efforts will be made to prevent
duplication of the church services between the
LWLC website and Facebook. Past services are
archived on Facebook for more than a month.
Facebook streaming has been a great asset to our
congregation in meeting worship needs during

the COVID 19 time as well as going forward in the
coming years.
Lil Colberg has been given a gift card which
she has donated to LWLC. Some of the money will
be used to purchase music for the choir and an
adjustable piano bench to meet the needs of the
keyboardists.
Choir will begin in October and will meet twice
a month for and 1½ hours. Kay will be directing
the choir as Jackie Olson has chosen to step down
from that position. LWLC would like to extend their
thanks to Jackie for her years of faithful service in
that position. We are happy to announce that Kristi
Seehafer will be the accompanist for the choir.
Confirmation students will also be helping with
communion as part of their confirmation training.
Confirmation will be held on October 31.
Going forward special music will again be a part
of the worship service. If you have a musical talent to
share or know of someone who does, please share
this with the congregation. At times we will also be
singing two worship songs in the praise song part of
the worship service. This will help us to enhance our
personal and corporate worship.
The installation of automatic doors on the
restrooms was discussed. The cost of the doors
would be $2,000 each and the necessary space was
evaluated. It was determined that due to the cost
and lack of space this would not be a workable
project at this time.
After some discussion concerning the benefits of
having a basketball hoop and bang board installed
on the north side of the shed near the pavement, a
motion was made by Janel and seconded by Vicki to
go ahead with this project. The motion carried.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: The next council
meeting will be held on October 13, 2021 at 7:00 PM.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Marty
and seconded by Dale to adjourn the meeting. The
meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by, Vicki Strege
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Church & Office Closed

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship

Bruce Larson (b.)

31

Rochelle Reede (b.)

24

26

25

Moe Reede (b.)

19

18

Eric Hansen (b.)
Janice Beck (b.)
Bobby Kinder (b.)
Jacob Sandvig (b.)
Mark & Darla Loeschke (w.)

17

12
Cheryl Gullickson (b.)

11

Lillian Trapp (b.)

10

27

Ethan & Ruth Fish (w.)

20

Janeen Ingber (b.)

13

6

4

Terry Forster (b.)
Vicky Hedge (b.)
Elyse Reede (b.)
Donna Rehn (b.)

5

1:30 Prayer
3:30 Confirmation
6:30 Youth group @ VB
6:30 Confirmation banquet

10:00 Searchers Bible Study

3:30 Confirmation
6:30 Youth group @ LW

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
1:30 Prayer

6:30 Youth group @ VB
7:00 Church Council

3:30 Confirmation

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
1:30 Prayer

10:00 Searchers Bible Study
1:30 Prayer
3:30 Confirmation
6:30 Youth group @ LW

Wednesday

27

20

13

6

Wednesday

Tuesday

9:00 Quilting

3

Monday

26

Sandra Christensen (b.)
Glenn Nelson (b.)
Doug & Annette
Redepenning (w.)
Nadine Veen (b.)
Robert Yaeger (b.)

Sunday

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship /Communion

25

7:00 Love Circle meets

9:00 Quilting

9:00 November Servant Team meets
10:00 Worship

19

12

5

Tuesday

9:00 Faith Circle meets
10:30 Martha/Martha Circle

18

11 Columbus Day

4

Monday

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship

10:00 Worship/noisy change

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Coffee Fellowship
10:00 Worship/Communion
4:30 Family Night - games
6:00 Spaghetti Supper

31 Reformation/Confirmation

24

17

10

3

Sunday

October 2020

8

Lois Norris (b.)

28

Robert & Marguretta
Yaeger (w.)

21

14

29

Ruth Fish (b.)

22

Pam Nelson (b.)

15

30

23

16

9

2

6 pm Right to Life Banquet

Saturday

Marguretta Yaeger (b.)

30

23

Jeffrey Berger (b.)
Aaron Meister (b.)

16

Amanda Hansen (b.)

9

Saturday
2

NEWSLETTER ITEMS DUE

Friday

Paul Anderson (b.)
Harold Zeigler (b.)
Robert & Barbara Hornstein
(w.)

7

29

22

15

8

1

Friday
1

9:00 Community Coffee Fellowship

9:00 Community Coffee Fellowship

9:00 Community Coffee Fellowship

9:00 Community Coffee Fellowship

Thursday

28

21

14

7

Thursday

