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Sunday School Kicks Oﬀ
Sunday, September 10

P

assing the
faith to our
children is
the most important
thing we do as
parents and the
Church. God
commanded His people, through Moses: “Fix these
words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as
symbols on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking
about them when you sit at home and when you
walk along the road, when you lie down and when
you get up. Write them on the door frames of your
houses and on your gates, so that your days and the
days of your children may be many in the land that
the LORD swore to give your forefathers, as many as
the days that the heavens are above the earth.”
Sunday School will KicK-Off the year with rAlly
dAy On SundAy, SepteMber 10. It will be a great
morning for Living Word kids with face painting, treats
and fun new games beginning at 8:45 AM. Worship
will follow at 10:00 AM which begins the new fall
schedule. Kids are encouraged to invite their friends
for this fun kick-oﬀ event to a new Sunday School year
at Living Word – everyone is welcome!
SundAy SchOOl clASSeS will begin At
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Community Bible Study
Thank You
Blessings from the Green Beans
Youth News

8:45 AM the
fOllOwing
weeK, SundAy,
SepteMber 17.
Parents are asked
to bring their
children to their
classrooms at the start of Sunday School each week.
Bibles will be presented to our 3rd grAderS and
SundAy SchOOl teAcherS will be inStAlled
on Sunday, September 17 during 10:00 AM worship.
Our Sunday school has been awarded a
thriVent ActiOn grAnt in the amount of $250.
Again this year, our Sunday School, with the
cooperation of families and members of the
congregation, is planning to do prOJect
chriStMAS (the ShOe bOx prOJect). This grant
will be used to supplement things that are needed
to fill the boxes. Watch for details and don’t throw
away any adult-sized shoe boxes.
Thanks to all who are giving of their time to teach
the faith to our children. May God richly bless this
year of Christian education and faith formation at
Living Word Lutheran Church! For more information
contact Susan Sime 880-8492 or Kay Groethe at
218-731-0662.
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CBS

community bible Study

L

iving Word Lutheran Church will be the host
church for the 2017-18 Community Bible Study
class. A 30-week course on First and Second
Corinthians will be studied. The class will begin on
Monday, September 18 at 7 pm in the Fellowship
Hall of the church and will continue each Monday
evening from 7-8:30 PM through April 23 with a two
week vacation at Christmas. CBS is an in-depth nondenominational study which welcomes men and
women of all ages. Those with no Bible knowledge
to those who have studied the Bible for many years
will be comfortable in the small groups.
A women’s group will meet each Tuesday morning
at the Grant County Library from 10:15-11:45 AM
beginning September 19. Registration forms are
available on the back table in the Fellowship Hall
and can be used to register for either the evening
or morning sessions. For more information contact
Norma Kruger: 605-432-6252, e-mail

THANK YOU

normakruger41@gmail.com; or Bryan Pew:
605-438-3661.
Copies of the first three study book lessons will be
available at no charge for those who choose to test
the study for three weeks before committing to the
30-week course.
The study of the Corinthian letters is practical and
relevant because the letters deal with church
problems in a city plagued by immorality. It applies
God’s answers to similar problems faced by presentday Christians.

FELLOWSHIP

garden blessings
W
e have had a great response to the oﬀerings
on the vegetable table and it’s fun to share
with others – Praise God!
As long as the produce keeps coming – corn,
squash, onions, etc. keep your eye on the table and
share your dollars and pennies with the Grant
County Food Pantry.
A big thAnK
yOu to all our
faithful
gardeners!
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YOUTH

I

am so excited to begin as youth leader at Living
Word! Pastor Kent and I look forward to meeting
all the youth individually in the junior and senior
high throughout the year and plan to do home visits
with all the families with kids in the church. I am
thrilled to start meeting weekly with the senior high
9th-12th graders on Tuesday nights from 7:00-8:30
PM. We will begin our first night of youth group on
Tuesday, September 12. We will meet to have fun,
connect with each other and grow deeper in our
relationship with Christ. Come and join us for food,
games, worship and Bible study. We want to become
better connected to Jesus and learn more and more
how to ignite a fire in our hearts to serve and

yOuth
grOup
KicK-Off!
Jr - Sr high grades
6-12 and families
where: Dave and
Linda Wagner’s house
AddreSS:
48204 Grapevine Lane,
Big Stone City
when:
Sunday, September 10
tiMe: 4:00-7:00 PM
whAt tO expect:
Food, Fun, Fellowship
and games.
BRING A FRIEND!

T

youth news
represent Him better in the world. I encourage you
to invite your friends to join us as well.
On Wednesdays, grades 6th-8th will be meeting
with Pastor Kent and myself for Confirmation
beginning Wednesday, September 13 from 3:30-5:30
PM. This will be a time of teaching with Pastor Kent
and then youth group fun from 4:30-5:30 PM. We are
excited to make Jesus come alive as we learn more
about Him and His great love for us.

his summer, a number of kids
attended various Bible Camps
and had a wonderful camp
experience. This month, we asked
sisters, Maggie and Katie Kruger to
answer a few questions about their trip
to camp at Joy Ranch Horse Camp
which included a time for studying
scripture.
1. What was your most favorite thing
about going to camp at Joy Ranch
this Summer? Maggie: The food was
awesome! And the horses we used
were great too. Oh, and the lake was
great too. Katie: Staying with other
kids and riding horses.
2. What was your least favorite thing
about Camp? Maggie: My least
favorite thing was the time we had to
get up. Katie: Having to stay in bed
until 7:30 AM in the morning.
3. Did you learn more about Jesus at
your Camp? Maggie: Well, not really,

Blessings abound, Kay

but it was good for the kids that did
not know Jesus. I think they learned
a lot. Katie: Kind of.
4. Would you recommend this camp to
a friend? Maggie: Yes Katie: Yes
5. Are you interested in going back to
Joy Ranch or a new camp next
Summer? Maggie: Maybe, I guess I
might not go back to Joy Ranch.
There was a few things I did not like
about it. But I might go to a new
camp next year. Katie: Yes, that
would be fun !
Thank you Maggie and Katie for
sharing your Camp Story with us ! All
of our campers are held close in prayer
that they cherish their memories of this
summer's camp, continue to attend camp
next summer and learn about our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ ! If you attended
Camp this Summer and want to share
your story, talk to Kay, Susan or Mary
and we will spotlight your story too.

PO Box 301, Milbank, South Dakota 57252 • 605.438.9673 • livingword@itcmilbank.com • livingwordmilbank.com

COMMUNITY

T

he LifeLight CityFest event took place
on Thursday night August 24 from
4-10:00 PM and it was amazing.
There was such a great turnout from the
community, all coming out to worship and
enjoy the evening together. There were
many various Christian artists such as
Hollyn, Bread of Stone, V-Rose, Cade
Thompson and Rochelle Hope. Also Bobby
Bugatti was there to oﬀer his motivational
message as well as some of his rap songs.
A highlight was the BMX Stunt Riders that
were awesome to watch. It was a wonderful
evening to connect with the body of
Christ right on main street in front of the
courthouse. We hope we continue to
have events like this in the future.
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WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

Summer

activities are winding down
and students are back in
school. We are looking forward to the beginning of
SundAy SchOOl again with rAlly dAy On
SepteMber 10. The scriptures tell us: Train up a
child in the way he should go, and when he is old he
will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 All of us can
have an influence on the children of our church as
well as others in our family and community. We all
need to be conscious of our words and attitudes in
order to be good examples for these young people.
liVing wOrd wOMen’S QuArterly generAl
Meeting is September 5 at 7:00 PM. All women of
our church are welcome. You do not need to be a
circle member to attend these events. The speaker is
Carolyn Hansen. She will give a power point
presentation relating her experiences with Mercy
Ships, which provide life saving surgeries and
medical care to children and families of some of the
poorest countries of the world. I am sure you will
find it interesting.

diabetes Support
group
T

he Milbank Area Diabetes Support Group
would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to
Living Word church for the use of their facility for
our meetings. The August meeting marked our
1 year anniversary! Thanks to your support we’ve
had a consistent average attendance of 10-12
members. This group is having an impact on lives
and making a diﬀerence in our community. Thank
you again!
The September meeting will be September 17
at 6:30. We will be discussing overall healthy
eating habits as well as tips and tricks for ways
to sneak in healthy snacks.

Following the program is our buSineSS Meeting
which includes election of oﬃcers for 2018. The
evening closes with fellowship and refreshments.
Our September MiSSiOn prOJect is Non Food
Items for the Grant County Food Pantry. You may
drop your donations oﬀ at church or take them
directly to the Grant County Court House.
cOOKieS for the Nursing Home in September are to
be provided by Love Circle.
The circleS will be doing the final lesson, Session
9, in our “God’s Reluctant Leaders” study book. We
will begin a new study in October. This would be a
great time for anyone who is interested in joining a
circle to do so. Circles meet at the church at various
times, 7:30 and 9:00 AM and 7:30 PM on the third
Tuesday of every month.
circleS welcOMe new MeMberS and there is
no pressure to lead the study, read scripture aloud,
answer questions or hostess. All of these things are
voluntary. You may just come to listen and for
fellowship with other Living Word women.
Looking ahead, we are planning our bAKe SAle for
Sunday, November 16 and our annual St. Luca
Breakfast on Saturday, December 9 at 9:30 AM.
Watch upcoming newsletters and Sunday bulletins
for details regarding these events.
Joanne Schmig
LWLW Coordinator
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PASTOR’S
LETTER

JeSuS And JOhn
John 1:6-9
“He himself was not the light…he came only as a witness to the light.” (v. 8)

J

ohn the Baptist was not the light. He
was the lamp that carried the light. A
lamp does not possess the light. It
merely oﬀers its wick to the air and its
center to the oil and both to the
flame. When the wick is
made available to the air,
there is potential for the
light to shine there. It is hard to
distinguish between the light
and the lamp because the
flame and the wick appear to
be one. During and after John
the Baptist’s ministry, many
mistook him for the light. The
gospel writers were very
careful to make a clear
distinction between the
two. They aﬃrm the
importance of John, the
lamp, while making it clear
that the light was not his own.
The very fact that people confused

him with the light means that he was a good
lamp, but he was not the light itself. What
about us? Is the light of the gospel
apparent in our lives? Is the material of
our lives vulnerable to him, as a wick
to the air? Do we keep
ourselves soaked with the
Word as a wick that lies in
the oil? Do we protect the
flame as a glass globe does the
wick? Do people mistake us for
Christ as they did John? Do
people outside the church see
the light in our midst and
desire to share its brilliance?
Does the church as a whole get
mistaken for the light, which is
the work and presence of
Jesus? Do we look so much
like Jesus in our individual
and corporate lives that
people see him there? Make
it so, Lord.

Soak me with your Spirit, Lord, as a good wick is soaked with oil.
Make me vulnerable to your brilliant fire. Then turn up the flame as I die
to myself and light up the world in which I live. In Jesus’ name. Amen
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

living word lutheran church council Minutes,
August 9, 2017
Members present: Pastor Kent Groethe, Dave
Hepper, Howard Heinje, Mary Kinder, Brad Olson
and Roslyn Reich. Pastor Kent Groethe opened the
meeting with prayer. Meeting called to order.
Meeting’s Agenda approved as revised.
Secretary and treasurer’s reports: A motion made
by Brad Olson and seconded by Howard Heinje to
approve the reports. Approved.
pastor’s Observations: Pastor Groethe shared with
the council 7 Key Traits of a Healthy Church. 1. Grace
Based. 2. Inspiring Worship. 3. Deep Faith. 4. Mission
Centered. 5. Generosity. 6. Youth Inspiration for
Personal Faith in Christ. 7. Strong Prayer and
Ministry. The council was asked to identify strengths
and weaknesses of Living Word Lutheran Church.
Our commission, to grow in faith and impact the
world. The council approved the purchase of a
printer for the Pastor’s oﬃce. Kay Groethe has
donated her salary she received while she was in
New Mexico, to be used to decorate the Youth room.
Pastor Groethe continues to make visits to members
and nursing homes. Kay Groethe will accompany
him whenever possible and especially to the homes
with youth. Some of the projects Kay will be working
on are, Shoe Box Project, Children’s Christmas
Program, and coordination of Vacation Bible School.
Pastor Groethe recommended during Communion
Service, ushers, communion servers and pianist
come to the alter first to be served. Rally Day Sunday,
there will be children time during the service. If a
Monday is a holiday, Pastor Groethe will take
Tuesday as his day oﬀ. Pastor Groethe and Kay plan
to attend the LCMC Annual Church Convention
October 8-11.

property Management report: Brad Olson
updated the council on the installation of a screen
for the back wall of the church’s sanctuary, computer
system and digital mixer. Motion made and
unanimously approved not to exceed $11,000.
Motion made by Brad Olson and seconded by Roslyn
Reich to proceed with the project. Brad Olson will
coordinate with Craig Weinberg, VPD Studio-AV
Consulting. Recommendations have been made to
extend the communion rail step/landing. Dave
Hepper will contact a contractor for
recommendations.
worship & evangelism report: Pastor Groethe and
7 members attended the worship service St. Dysmas
in Sioux Falls, SD. It was an incredible experience for
those who participated.
youth & education report: Rally Day Sunday
special events are being planned for Sunday School
students. Sunday School teacher sign-up sheets are
located in the fellowship hall. Mary Kinder reports
that this year’s Vacation Bible School went well with
a great VBS Program.
Old buSineSS
Pastor Groethe has been distributing new Bibles to
the graduated seniors. He will contact those who
have not yet received their Bibles. 2 graduates have
received scholarships from the BJ White Endowment
fund. The funds are ready and will be sent to the
graduate’s schools.
new buSineSS
It has been recommended that automatic door
openers be installed for church entrance. Bryan’s
glass will be contacted to give ideas and estimate.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Roslyn Reich
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